
April 2021 Sponsored by Kraken Yachts



This issue

Are you loving
Ocean Sailor magazine?

April 2021
Ocean Sailor Podcast’s third edition, 
Firearms on Board, is available now across 
all podcast platform and this emotive issue 
is also the subject of this months leading 
article in Ocean Sailor Magazine. We debate 
the pros and cons of carrying weapons at 
sea…are they a positive security benefit, 
or a liability that will turn a crisis into 
a catastrophe? It is a subject which has 
caused long and difficult discussions over 
the years, so I hope it helps with your own 
security planning. 

Our guest on this months podcast is Rene 
Tiemessen, an old friend of mine, whose 
first-hand experiences of piracy will raise 
the hairs on the back of your neck.

We’d love to hear your views and 
suggestions, or perhaps even your 
experiences on this emotive subject: 
hello@oceansailormagazine.com

At Kraken Yachts we have several 
announcements to make:

We have now successfully developed a 
truly go-anywhere electrical shore power 
system. The ‘Freedom Power System™’, 
can utilise 110- 120v x 60Hz, 220-240v x 
50Hz of shore power and even 220-240v 
x 60Hz. The latter is less common than 
the other two, but is to be found in some 
iconic cruising destinations such as French 
Polynesia, Tahiti and a fair proportion 
of the Caribbean Islands, as well as the 
Philippines and parts of South America.
Until now such systems have only been 
available for Super Yachts due to their size 
and high cost. The cost of the Freedom 
upgrade, which incorporates a three-tier 
charger inverter failure redundancy system 
to keep everything running come what 
may, is just €12,450 for a Kraken 50. It will 
also be available for the Kraken 58 and 66 
shortly.

We are also launching the K50 Eco 
based on a hybrid drive system from 
Hybrid Systems. This system will allow 
complete independence from diesel fuel 
under normal cruising conditions, but 
incorporates a 57hp Yanmar diesel power 
back up engine, which will drive the yacht 
at up 7kts if it’s necessary to use drive 
power for longer than a few hours.
If higher levels of battery charging are 
required than the multiple solar panel 
array and/ or the propellor regeneration 
can supply, the electric motor is then 
powered by the Yanmar engine which will 
produce 5kw. This can be increased to 8kw 
if a powerful 48v alternator is added to the 
engine, therefore the need for a separate 
generator is eliminated. This system hugely 
reduces the yachts carbon footprint and 
provides increased redundancies for drive 
and power generation.

Full specification details are available 
on request and an article detailing the 
benefits, consideration, equipment and the 
systems incorporated in the K50 Eco will be 
in the May Ocean Sailor edition.    

Due to readers’ demand, we are now 
designing a range of Ocean Sailor 
merchandise; sailing caps, t-shirts, polo 
shirts, sailing shirts and beer coolers, 
which will be available soon from the 
online shop on the Ocean Sailor website. 

We would appreciate your ideas for taglines 
to be incorporated into the merchandise. 
We have a few already, such as ‘Two things 
in life are truly free: the wind and Ocean Sailor 
Magazine’, and for the Ocean Sailor Podcast 
‘I've got two Dicks in my ears!’.
Tag lines that make it through will win 
their creators a full set of Ocean Sailor 
merchandise. 

Please send your ideas to:
hello@oceansailormagazine.com

     From 
The Pulpit By Dick Beaumont - Chairman and Founder of 

Ocean Sailor Magazine and Kraken Yachts

Why not share the enjoyment with a friend? 
Click the button below and sign a friend up 
to Ocean Sailor magazine today, it's free!
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Hi Kent,

Wow, you're certainly into your guns!  
There are so many different points of 
view on this subject, but just wondering 
how you’d be greeted by the customs 
officials in arriving countries with the 
type of high powered armaments you're 
proposing to have onboard?

Dick Beaumont

Great podcast! I am glad you are doing these! 
Rene just explained, basically, that they do 
not value life as we do. Therefore, how can 
any of you advocate not having a gun. Rene 
is VERY LUCK to be alive. The guy could have 
very easily shot him and then we would say 
he should have had a gun. He didn't have 
one and got away doesn't mean that not 
having one was a cause. Correlation does not 
necessarily equal Causation. I'm from the USA 
and we don't believe that the only people that 
should and could have guns are the criminals! 
We laugh at countries where the police say 
"stop you bloke, or I will blow my whistle at 
you!"

All the guns sailors talk about having 
for security are not sufficient guns. The 

Sound quality on the new podcast was first-
rate - well done! I also liked the tighter 
pacing. Personally, I would not have a gun 
on board.  That said, I grew up with guns in 
the household.  I would recommend that a 
shotgun is the weapon of choice for personal 
defence if one chooses to go that route."

John Franklin, USA  - Email

Hi John,

Thanks, the podcasts are going well now, 
but we’re still on the learning curve.
Yes, I can understand why a shotgun 
would be the chosen weapon of choice, 
but I agree with your decision not to carry 
them.

Dick Beaumont

Really enjoyed the episode discussing guns 
onboard and piracy. Self-defence is a critical 
safety item that I think about as someone 
hoping to one day go bluewater cruising off 
the beaten path. Unfortunately, it isn't covered 
by the standard RYA/World Sailing Safety 
Courses. It was great to hear about Rene and 
Dick's experiences...they gave me a lot to think 
about for when I plan future trips!"

Larry Salibra, Hong Kong  - Email

Hi Larry,
 
Very glad we’ve been able to help, 
please listen to the next three podcasts 
which will cover the whole piracy issue 
worldwide.

Dick Durham

If you want to likely die (along with your crew 
that likely haven’t consented to an unplanned, 
ill-thought-out gunfight), to defend a piece 
of plastic that’s likely insured, by all means, 
try to fight with armed pirates... let me know 
how it goes! Also, FWIW, I know someone 
personally who was boarded by pirates 
underway in one of the hot pirate alleys (5 of 
which are adjacent in SE Asia), he got out of it 
by thrusting beer and cigarettes on them, not 
fists or bullets…"

Larry Salibra, Hong Kong  - Email

Hi John, 

Interesting to see the split opinions from 
our US readers.
As I said on the podcast, I’ve never carried 
weapons and I’m still here to tell the tale.

Dick Beaumont

appropriate assault semi-automatic shotgun 
will outperform any gun a pirate holds.

1. Don't sail to areas where known piracy is 
an issue, cause you deserve the trouble you 
get when you go places you shouldn't.  

2. Fostech Origin 12 with 30 round drum will 
take out 5 guys not expecting you to have 
firepower like that; 3-4 will be dead or 
seriously injured before they know what 
happened. 

3. Hit the deck and send a dozen more 12 
gauge rounds into the skiff. 

4. Change your pants and sail on."

Kent Wood, USA  - YouTube

"

"" "

"

This is the section where you can have your 
say or ask questions of any of the Ocean Sailor 
crew. Please send any questions or comments to 
hello@oceansailormagazine.com and one of the 
OS team will answer you in this section.

RE: Ocean Sailor Podcast - Episode 3

Thanks guys, Dick Durham

Great Podcast, can't wait for episode 4 
👏👏👏👏" 
iantibellis
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Hi Paul,

Thanks for your interesting message.
All at Ocean Sailor agree with you on the 
subject of catamarans for cruising, but we 
had to make it seem we were being fair in 
the article! 🤣

A few years ago I had my friend, David, 
onboard during a passage from Palau 
to Hong Kong on my previous boat 
Moonshadow (long integral keel, fully 
protected rudder, built like a battleship, 
etc, etc ) who had tried to convince me 
that my opinion of cats was outdated and 
that light, fast and staying flat was fine, 
he was considering buying an Outremer. 
As we rounded the top of the Philippines 
the weather and seas built up, with waves 
to around 7-8mts and as he came up into 
the cockpit I simply said to him how 
do you think your Outremer will get on 
with that then? He was staring at a giant 
wave on our starboard stern quarter. To 
hammer the point home I then said “the 
problem is the sea isn’t flat so unless 
you stay inshore and only go out in calm 
weather a cat won't stay flat either”. That 
guy was David Wilkinson who went on to 
buy the first Kraken 50! 

Dick Beaumont

This was an interesting article and having 
been sailing for over half a century now in 
many different parts of the world, I must 
admit to having been quite alarmed in 'recent' 
years to see so many multihulls popping up on 
the scene - and been particularly concerned 
at the plethora of 'world adventurers' on 
YouTube channels featuring people with little 
to no experience of sailing taking off around 
the world - very often with their children - 
'learning as they go' as they put it.
Very often, when discussing why they chose 
a multihull over a monohull, the response 
will often boil down to something about the 
wife not liking monohulls "because they feel 
as though they're tipping"! That tends to be 
the limit of their comparison beyond that 
they feel that they have 'more room' in a 
multihull! They all then head off either way 
across the Atlantic, or for the Panama Canal 
to make it across the Pacific to their 'dream 
islands'. So as they set off wherever, we see 
them crossing oceans with their children, out 
of sight of land, all wandering up forward - 
day or night - without allowing themselves 
to be 'encumbered' by a lifejacket, let alone a 
lifeline, because their perception is that their 
catamaran is 'stable' as they mostly motorsail 
no matter how ideal the sailing conditions, as 
in reality, they're not so interested in sailing, 
as in having a floating caravan to spend time 
at their 'idyllic' destinations.

Now I have a lot of respect for Paul Redman's 
extensive experience as a sailor, but asking 
him to comment on whether he prefers 
monohulls or multihulls is synonymous to 
asking the Pope whether he prefers the Roman 

Catholic or Protestant church? As sure as he 
wears a tall hat, we know what the answer 
will be! He studiously ignores the capsizes of 
quite a number of cats - even Prout cats.

I remember in the early 1980s quite a few 
capsizes and during the Round the Island 
Race at that time, in my more competitive 
RORC and Admirals Cup racing days, I was 
racing on a 'Three-Quarter-Tonner' roughly 
halfway between The Needles Lighthouse 
and St Catherine's Point in quite strong winds 
with a fully reefed main, when a Snow Goose 
went flying past us and no sooner were the 
words, "Wow, look at that, something's got 
to give" out of my mouth, when the Snow 
Goose went from upright, to tip on its side for 
a matter of seconds as it tipped everybody in 
the cockpit into the sea and then immediately 
'turned turtle'. We were right alongside the 
Snow Goose and let off a flare and as Edward 
Heath was sailing on Morning Cloud, just 
ahead of us, there was an RN Frigate on escort 
duty which came crashing through towards 
us, though by the time they arrived, we had 
given up trying to rescue the crew in the sea 
due to the sea state and another multihull, 
'Three Legs of Mann' came alongside and 
began to pick up the survivors. So having seen 
the whole process of such a large cat capsizing 
from a matter of yards away and having also 
read of quite a few other capsizes of multihulls 
around the UK, I must admit that I'm 
somewhat cautious about multihulls, but I'll 
stick to my monohulls which mostly give me 
prior warning if I'm pushing things too far."

Paul Stylianou, Greece  - Facebook

"

RE: Ocean Sailor magazine - MONOHULL VS MULTIHULL

Please send any questions or comments 
to hello@oceansailormagazine.com 
and one of the OS team will answer you 
in this section.

You can also comment on our social 
media and we'll do our best to reply.
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SAILING ON TOP 
OF THE WORLD

By Dick Durham

Delos’ film-makers Brady Trautman and Alex Blue took 
20 cameras into the Arctic to produce an award-winning 

four-part documentary. They talked to Ocean Sailor 
about their adventure.

Travel & Discovery
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Svalbard was, until recently, a dreadful 
example of a near-pristine natural 
microcosm that civilised humanity began 
to destroy from the moment it arrived 
there. Killing the fauna, laying waste to the 
flora, and exploiting the natural resources, 
leaving a wasteland where once there was
a paradise.

It was only when the tourist industry, 
that used Svalbard as a base, started to 
be affected by increasing pollution that 
governmental and commercial bodies 
developed a commitment to protect the 
natural environment. 

Fortunately, the scars of multinational 
violation are now healing and the ‘Gateway 
to the Arctic’ is recovering its former 
pristine status, albeit slowly.

People from many nations have left 
their mark on Svalbard: Dutch, English, 
Norwegian, Russian, and Soviets even; the 
northernmost statue of Lenin is to be found 
here.

Beginning in the early 17th Century, the 
whalers came to this Arctic archipelago, 
then the walrus hunters, followed by the 
polar bear and fox trappers.

When coal was discovered under the 
blood-stained ice, switch-blades were 
swapped for shovels at the turn of the 
20th Century and ironically, in the light of 
fossil fuel’s role in global warming and ice 
melt, is still extracted to this day. Thanks 
to the shrinking ice fields, more than 100 
cruise ships now visit these mountainous 
Norwegian islands every year.

Travel & Discovery

5



Travel & Discovery

In 2020, making the lightest ecological 
footprint in this fragile wilderness, came 
eight sailors aboard Isbjorn, a classic 
1972 Swan 48 designed by the legendary 
Sparkman & Stephens.

At just 600 miles short of the North Pole, 
with an air temperature of 5 degrees Celsius 
and a water temperature three degrees 
less, in high summer, circumnavigating 
Svalbard is not for the faint-hearted sailor. 

“The Arctic will kill the unprepared, it’s an 
intimidating place to sail,” said skipper, 
Andy Schell, as he welcomed aboard the 
film crew from The Delos Project. Before 

embarking, the film’s producer, Brady 
Trautman, 34, hired a bolt-action rifle 
from a local gun store. This is mandatory 
in Svalbard to protect tasty humans from 
hungry polar bear attack; the last one being 
in 2018 when an armed guard, protecting 
tourists from a cruise ship, shot and killed 
one of the largest bear species on the 
planet.

“When the ice-sheet retreats in summer 
the polar bears get left behind,” Alex, 
31, told Ocean Sailor, “and they are very 
hungry.” She and Brady filmed a mother 
bear and her skinny cub feeding on paltry 
left-overs from the previous winter at 

Virgohamna. Victualled with 432 meals 
for the 18-day circumnavigation of the 
‘Gateway to the Arctic’, Isbjorn was a 
“sweet boat and a perfect ride,” as Brady 
described her and certainly, the film shows 
a true blue water thoroughbred, with raked 
stem, integral keel and skeg-hung rudder. 
With her fine ends, beautiful sheer, deep 
forefoot and hint of tumblehome, watching 
her sail is to witness majesty; she lifts over 
the swell with effortless drive, providing 
a quartering wave that displays the 
hydrodynamic intellect of Olin Stephens’ 
favourite design.
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An overnight anchorage in these parts 
necessitates an anchor watch fending off 
bergy bits (small icebergs) with a boathook, 
and having an anchor rode instead of chain 
so that it can be cut if the ice sets in. Off 
Pyramiden an abandoned former Soviet 
mining town, Isbjorn found herself on a lee 
shore and with ice floes rapidly building, 
they cut short their inshore explorations 
and urgently headed for the open sea.

The team’s drone footage of melting 
glaciers is alarming. “Calving is natural but 
the speed that it is now happening is not,” 
Brady said after meeting researchers at Ny-
Alesund.

The team did not discover until later 
that in 2020 Svalbard was to claim the 
highest temperature ever recorded in the 
‘European’ Arctic: 21.7 degrees Celsius.

At one point during their documentary 
tour, the crew were called on the VHF radio 
by an officer on the bridge of a cruise ship 
and told they were “breaking the rules” by 
getting too near walruses to film them.
Such an admonition was brushed off by 
Brady’s brother, Brian, who said disgorging 
200 passengers on an Arctic beach from 
the decks of a cruise liner was a greater act 
of violation than the light touch of eight 
yachtsman from a sailing boat.

“People with commercial interests think 
they own the place…it leaves a negative 
feeling.”

The most dramatic footage is of two pods 
of beluga whales taken from a drone. They 
look like a shoal of white bishops from 
a chess set as they glide through the icy 
blue water. The team used hydrophones to 
record the whales’ communications which 
sound like tweeting birds, which is why 
they were known as the canaries of the sea.

Travel & Discovery
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Crew member, Kril Dobrev, said: “They 
were singing continuously, perhaps talking 
or strategizing?. It was like something out 
of Avatar.”

Alex, who with Brady, runs the Cruisers 
Academy sailing school at their home in 
Lake Tahoe, California, told Ocean Sailor: 
“We later contacted a whale scientist and he 
told us that to see two big pods like we did 
was incredibly rare.”
 

This four-part documentary was made in conjunction with 59-North.com, you can see it here:

The mountains of Svalbard, are striated 
with strangely symmetrical ice lines 
making them look like Fair Isle pullovers 
and beneath these black peaks, above 80 
degrees north, the Delos crew bravely 
followed the ritual of a quick dip in the 
freezing waters.

“Normally when we are sailing we are in 
shorts,” Brady told Ocean Sailor, “up there 
we were wearing five layers!” 
 

In the videos, crew members each give their 
testimony of high latitude sailing against 
a backdrop of old tyres and pallets, to 
show Svalbard is still very much a working 
community.

Brady summed it up with: “The Arctic is 
addictive.”

With 600,000 subscribers and three million 
viewers a month, the Delos sailing team are 
making waves, not just on the ocean, but on 
the net too.

Travel & Discovery

800 North: Sailing on top of the World

Click here to visit 80northseries.com
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on Board 
To arm or not to arm? That is the question.

Guns
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GUNS ON BOARD

The Ethics

Should a gun be part of your onboard kit? 
It is a question many have asked since I first 
took to the sea in the late 1970s. 
There are many factors to consider, 
practical as well as ethical, and I have 
spoken to many yachtsmen who fall on 
opposing sides of this controversial issue.

The primary practical issue is that customs 
clearance in some countries will mean your 
weapons will need to be sealed in a lockable 
cabinet. The seal will be inspected by 

Many years ago, I sat with a group of 
eight or so sailors in the port of Kudat 
in Northern Borneo discussing this very 
subject over dinner. The debate ranged 
backwards and forwards until one of the 
group, a guy called Andy, held up his hands 
to hush the discussion. He then turned to a 
yachtswoman next to him, who was pro-
gun, and asked her if he was trying to steal 
her dingy would she kill him? Her eyes 
dropped, so Andy turned to her husband 
and asked the same question. He said he 
would if he thought he was going to be 
killed, so Andy asked him how he would 
know if he was going to be the victim of a 
robbery or a murder? The husband said he 
would weigh up the situation. Andy told 
him that in the moment it took for him to 
deliberate, he’d be dead already. He told 
the group that unless they were trained to 
shoot and kill, the best thing they could 
do was wear a big smile and handover 
whatever the gunman wanted. It would be a 
small price to pay for their lives.

It turned out Andy was a special forces 
officer sent by Australia to Kudat to advise 
the Malaysian Government on a smuggling 
outbreak between the southern Philippines 
and Borneo in a place called the Balabac 
Straits.

customs officials on your clearance out of 
their waters. If the seal is broken, you’ll be 
arrested with a good chance of your vessel 
being impounded.

Customs in many other jurisdictions will 
simply confiscate any firearms at your 
point of entry and allow you to claim them 
back on departure. The problem being that 
your departure may be from a different 
port, potentially hundreds of miles away. 
Many customs authorities will also levy 

hefty storage fees for the period the guns 
are impounded, as well as delivery charges 
for their return. The complications of being 
reunited with your guns can prove to be 
insurmountable, and of course, you won’t 
have the guns on board while you're in that 
country's waters.

This leads you to the temptation of not 
declaring the gun at all at which point you 
become a gunrunner! A very bad idea.

Lorem 

Kudat

Philippines

Borneo, Malaysia
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Andy later told me if I entered a quiet 
anchorage anywhere in the world and there 
was activity taking place between two 
‘fishing’ vessels, to exit immediately and 
find another anchorage. No smuggler wants 
to be seen, and certainly not photographed.

Andy’s wise words resonated with me and I 
have never carried firearms on board.

I have had several incidents over the years 
that have endorsed his advice, and others 
that made me doubt it though.

During my maiden voyage of Moonshadow, 
my Tayana 58, from Hong Kong to Subic, 
I received many warnings about the 
possibility of theft, and worse, when in the 
Philippines. Hong Kong is only 600nm from 
the Philippines but in many senses, it’s a 
whole world away. 

The voyage over had gone relatively well 
until I received an early wake-up call from 
the cockpit telling me to get up on deck 
pretty quick.

Two miles off I could see a large fishing 
boat heading straight for us. I told my 
friend Russ to change course to starboard 
by 15 degrees and Russ replied he’d already 
changed course three times and each time 
the fishing boat had also changed course to 
come back heads on. Then, as we changed 
course, sure enough, they changed to a 
course that would intercept us. 

We were closing quickly and I could now see 
two skiffs running out on either side about 
200m from the mothership. 
I shouted the whole crew of six up to the 
deck and told them we had a problem and 
they must prepare to repel boarders with 
flares, spearguns and even machetes.

I changed course several times to no avail 
and as they got closer I could see the crew 
of the fishing vessel were all wearing black 
balaclavas. I had no doubt an attack was 
imminent, but less than 250m of my bow 

they turned to starboard and as they passed 
us by the crew were all signalling us to slow 
down, but I kept going at full throttle.

Once we passed each other, to my horror, I 
saw them turn round and increase speed to 
catch us up, although surprisingly following 
a course that had them off my port side by 
just 25-30m.

I had my crew popping their heads out of 
various hatches with different hats or no 
hats on their heads to make it look like 
there were more of us than there were.

We prepared for the worst.

They were now level and several of their 
crew held up...not guns...but tuna, dorado, 
and lobster! They wanted to trade fish! You 
can imagine our relief.

We exchanged cold beer and cans of 
vegetables for the best-tasting fish and 
lobster we had ever eaten.

As we got deeper into Philippine waters we 
discovered that all Filipino fisherman wear 
black balaclavas to keep the heat of the sun 
off their heads.

After spending more than 18 months sailing 
around all areas of the Philippines I didn’t 
suffer one single loss from Moonshadow. 

There is no question in my mind that if we 
had had a gun on board we’d have used it to 
shoot innocent fishermen.

Our guest on the March Ocean Sailor 
Podcast was my good friend Rene 
Tiemessen who sailed both South and 
North through Pirate Alley from the Red 
Sea to the Indian Ocean via Eritrea, Yemen, 
Oman and India. He was threatened by 
pirates during both voyages. First on his 
passage south off the coast of Eritrea in 
2007 then again on the northerly passage 
off Oman in 2011. (See Convoy of Fear 
Feb 2021 Ocean Sailor).  Given his severe 
encounters with pirates, you may think 
Rene would be an advocate for carrying 
guns, but the reverse is true. He is adamant 
that if he had even threatened to use a gun 
against the AK47- toting mercenaries he, 
his family, and crew would have been killed 
instantly.

GUNS ON BOARD

Filipino fishermen not pirates

Easy to see the difference 
at this distance

Image courtesy of ilawjournals.com
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Conclusion
Don’t even consider carrying weapons 
unless you’ve been trained in their use. 
If you’re thinking about it, look in the 
mirror and ask yourself if you really 
would shoot first.
   

If the answer is no, read Part II and Part 
III of this three-part series and listen to 
the last Ocean Sailor Podcasts 'High Noon 
on the High Seas ' Part I and Part II which 
is out on the 5th April, and also Piracy, 
Robbery or Open Invitation' Out around 
22nd April. Listen in and load the dice in 
your favour and avoid piracy areas and 
reduce your chances of inviting trouble 
wherever you are.

Although the events mentioned above are 
frightening, sailors should understand 
that most of the world’s oceans and 
anchorages are free from risk. They are 
very likely to represent a lower security 
risk to you and your family than your 
home city or town. Rest assured that areas 
which are considered dangerous are well 
known and documented.

There is a difference between known and 
organised piracy and opportunistic robbery.

In Is Piracy on the Rise?, an article in next 
month’s Ocean Sailor, Dick Durham and I 
will investigate known piracy areas around 
the world to discover where the real threat 
to world sailors exists, and what should be 
done to minimise any risk. 
Notorious areas can be identified and 
avoided but opportunistic robbery involving 
theft from a yacht is another story. If there 
is an argument to carry a weapon it might 
be to ward off scallywags, or as they are 
called in Papua New Guinea, ‘raskols’.

In 40 years of world-voyaging, I have never 
carried a gun on board, and just once in 
Papua New Guinea did I believe a gun may 
have been useful...

I had set sail on an extended voyage from 
Bali to Cairns, via the fantastic Raja Ampat 
region of Indonesia, then up into Papua 
Indonesia then Papua New Guinea. I spent 
three months sailing, diving and fishing 
as we meandered through this wild and 
largely uncharted vast sea area. It was the 
most wonderful place I have ever visited. 
Untouched and pristine reefs abounded 
with very friendly people, but it was also 
the most dangerous place I have ever been, 
and I didn’t get even close to Port Moresby 
which is recognised as one of the most 
dangerous cities in the world.

From the first moment we entered Papua 
New Guinea dangerous situations arose.

At New Amsterdam on the mainland, 
a large panga carrying eight men and 
powered with a large outboard engine 
tried to board us soon after we passed 
nearby their village. It was a very hairy 
situation and we only escaped by clipping 
an outrigger on their panga, throwing 
one of their crew into the sea. We went 
full throttle for the open sea while they 
recovered their guy back on board. 

Luckily the sea offshore was too heavy for 
their very low topsided panga. In PNG most 
people were incredibly friendly to us, but we 
discovered their friendship does not extend 
to neighbouring villages. They are pretty 
much permanently at war with the next 
village along the coast. As in many walks 
of life, the problem is often with the young 
men, the ‘raskols’, who are actually also 
seen as the village’s warriors. After a few 
weeks in Papua New Guinea I soon learned 
to ask two important questions to villagers 
that came out to welcome us: “Is everybody 
here friendly and are there crocodiles?” 
Often the answer was: “Yes, we’re all 
friendly and you’re safe here, but there are 
some raskols in the other village.”

One day, after an earlier visit from a 
village on one side of the bay we were 
anchored in, I discovered the red spiral 
kill cord from the dingy had been stolen. I 
explained this to the village chief from the 
neighbouring village on the other side of 
the bay who was visiting us at the time. He 
immediately shouted orders to several of 
his accompanying warriors and two pangas 
prepared to set off to the other village. The 
chief explained they were going to kill the 

thief! I hurried to the engine room to find 
a spare kill cord and declared loudly I was 
mistaken and had now found it! 

On another occasion, we dropped anchor 
in a beautiful fjord-like anchorage called 
Finschafen. There were villages ashore, but 
strangely no one came out to visit us, which 
was very unusual. I then saw two lads 
paddling by at a distance in an aluminium 
dinghy (a ‘tinny’ as Aussies call them) with 
no transom. I waved but received no wave 
back, which was also very odd.

I felt uneasy so I decided to take a spin 
around the anchorage. My daughter Laura 
and I ran around a bend and found a large 
ferry moored up alongside a quay that we 
had no idea was even there. I shouted up to 
the bridge asking the captain if everyone 
here is friendly and he shouted back: “No, 
many raskols here, you should come and 
moor close to us”. I told him it was a bit too 
narrow and shallow and he asked me how 
long I would stay. I told him just one night 
and he replied that we should be “OK”, 
but added, “they won’t have time to get 
organized but if anyone comes near just fire 
some shots over their heads.” 

You won’t be surprised to hear we weighed 
anchored immediately and sailed through 
the night instead. I must confess I wished 
I’d had a gun on board then.

We had other instances of potential conflict 
in Papua New Guinea, but since I’m here to 
tell the tale I guess the moral of the story is 
all’s well that ends well. 

GUNS ON BOARD

The friendly villagers of Papua 
New Guinea coming out to barter
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Fire 
Down 
Below
By Mawgan Grace

Technical & Equipment
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Apart from sinking, fire is the main reason 
crews abandon ship and therefore it’s 
essential to act quickly. The first purpose 
of having fire extinguishers onboard is 

Fire needs air, fuel and heat to survive. 
Remove one element and you will stop any 
fire. Extinguishers have been designed 
with this in mind so it’s important to know 
what extinguisher you are using and how 
it works.

to provide an exit path out of the cabin 
away from toxic fumes and smoke. Hulls 
are made out of plastics and timbers held 
together with resins. They also contain fuel 

and electrics - a potentially deadly cocktail 
that causes boats to burn fast and furiously.

Technical & Equipment

Prevention

Fire Triangle

1. Fit smoke detectors with alarms 

2. Keep electrical and mechanical areas 
clean and away from objects that could 
interfere with normal systems. This 
includes cleaning up any spilt oil or fuel 
immediately. A clean boat is a safe boat. 

3. If you have gas onboard, turn it off at 
the source when not in use. Make sure 
the gas storage area is vented and your 
saloon is fitted with a gas alarm. All crew 
should be trained to use the gas system. 
Better still, don’t have gas onboard at all. 

4. Fit an automatic fire extinguisher 
system in the engine compartment. 

5. Don’t smoke onboard. If you must, make 
sure it's on deck away from flammable 
items.  

6. Check and maintain all fire control 
equipment regularly.

14



Technical & Equipment

Classes of fires

Class F
Combustible cooking materials such 
as cooking oils and fats

Class A
Carbonaceous such as wood, GRP, 
upholstery

Class B
Flammable Liquids such as petrol, 
diesel and oils

Class D
Flammable metals like aluminium 
and magnesium

Class C
Flammable gasses such as butane, 
propane and hydrogen
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All new extinguishers are painted red 
with coloured bands showing the type 
of extinguishant they contain. They are 
rated by type and size for the fires they are 
suitable for. 

On boats, we are surrounded by water so naturally, we don’t use water 
extinguishers! Having a handy bucket with a lanyard will provide you 
with unlimited cooling water. However, do not use water on burning 

liquids such as cooking fat, gas or electrical fires.

For use on burning solids, flammable liquids such as fuel and gas 
fires but not cooking oils. Dry powder is effective in knocking down 
and suffocating flames but if you are not careful the residual cloud 

can cause choking and suffocation if used in confined spaces. There 
is a great demonstration on “Crash Test Boat Fire” by Yachting 

Monthly on YouTube (https://youtu.be/aL_VdzjM-24) showing that 
in a confined space, dry powder causes a complete loss of visibility. 
Therefore, be aware of your exit before setting off the extinguisher. 
The other disadvantage is that dry powder is corrosive and hugely 

messy. It will take a lot of cleaning after use.

Technical & Equipment

Water (A)Dry Powder (A, B, C)

Fire Extinguishers

No Colour BandBlue Colour Band
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Not usually seen on vessels due to its limited use on only flammable 
liquids. It is also easily dispersed outside by the wind and there 

is a risk of severe cold burns if used on a person due to its rapidly 
expanding gas.

Foam can be used on solids and liquids but not cooking oil, gas or 
electrical fires. It can run off solid objects, leaving them with the 

potential to re-ignite.

Technical & Equipment

Co2 (B) Foam (A, B)

Fire Extinguishers Continued

Black Colour Band

Dry Powder (A, B)

Cream Colour Band
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Automatic extinguishers for use in engine 
compartments were traditionally of the 
Green Halon variety. However, Halon 
production was stopped in 1994 due to 
harmful effects on the environment. Today 
only aircraft, the military, and police can 
use Halon. There are now environmentally 
friendly alternatives such as Halocarbon 
Gas which will also not damage the engine 
or its surroundings. 

Micro-Powder Fine Powder extinguishers 
were developed by the Russian space 
program. The powder is generated by the 

Your ideal 'fire extinguisher' at home in 
the kitchen, or in your galley, is simply the 
humble fire blanket. It can also be used as a 
fire shield when passing close to a fire.

TIP - Wrap your hands inside both corners 
to protect them from the fire (as shown 
below). Don’t locate the blanket right next 
to your cooker as is often the case. Put it a 
short distance away so you can access it in 
the event of a fire.

aerosol, providing a very fine powder that 
reacts chemically with the fire. It won’t 
damage the engine or turbocharger and 
the fine dust can be easily vented after use 
leaving minimal residue. The extinguishers 
also said to have a shelf life of over 10 years. 

Dry powder is the common engine room 
extinguisher using a cable pull or an 
automatic firing head to activate. After use, 
the engine will require a deep clean.

Technical & Equipment

Engine Room

Galley
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Technical & Equipment

Fig.2Fig.1

In the UK, pleasure vessels over 45ft (13.7m) 
are required to fit minimum fire-fighting 
equipment as prescribed by the Merchant 
Shipping Regulations for Class XII vessels. 
There are also other requirements if 
conducting commercial operations such as 
charters. 

1. Most fire extinguishers have a five-year 
expiry date. Make sure you respect this 
and replace them when required. 
(See Fig.1) 

2. Make sure the extinguishers are properly 
stowed so they won’t become a projectile 
in heavy seas causing injury.  

Position fire extinguishers at the exits 
of cabins so they can be used to assist 
in an escape. Use smoke and gas alarms 
in strategic areas and an automatic 
extinguisher in the engine room.

3. Check the pressure indicator is in the 
green band. (See Fig.2) 

TIP The powder inside the Dry Powder 
extinguishers will compact with the 
boat's vibrations and create a solid mass 
at the bottom. It's recommended to either 

store powder extinguishers on their side 
or turn them upside-down at least every 
six months and tap them with a rubber 
hammer whilst listening to the powder fall 
inside.

The Law and Basic Common Sense

Maintenance
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Technical & Equipment

Fire Fighting

First of all shout “FIRE”!! To alert the crew 

Keep a clear exit behind you when fighting a fire 

Keeping the extinguisher upright, aim at the base of the fire and make a 
sweeping action whilst keeping a distance of about two metres. 

After putting out a non-electrical fire use water to cool it. 

Avoid opening the engine compartment unless it’s absolutely necessary. Just 
open a small crack big enough to insert the extinguisher nozzle.

If you cannot extinguish the fire then prepare to abandon ship. Instruct the 
crew to don their lifejackets, press the DSC button on your radio and transmit a 
MAYDAY, launch distress signals and the life raft and abandon ship.

20



The birth of a

blue water 
yacht

With the launch date approaching fast, 
the final systems are installed and 
the carpentry work moves forward 
quickly throughout the yacht. On deck, 
the stainless steel fittings are being 
polished ready to be installed and the 
cockpit takes shape as the bespoke 
helm console is fabricated.
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In-Build at Kraken

In the aft cabin, the bed frame and base and 
furniture are being installed.

The deckheads and wall lining panels are 
checked in situ before the coverings are 
applied.

The forward berth cabinetry is also 
installed here too. All surfaces are 

meticulously wrapped to protect them.
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In-Build at Kraken

Now the fuel, fresh/seawater systems 
and cabling are in, the team make sure 

each area is cleaned so all sawdust, 
fibreglass particles and cable tie tails are 

removed, leaving the bilges clean and 
ensuring the bilge pumps do not become 

clogged with debris.

The deck is now cleaned and prepared and 
the templates for the Flexiteek deck are 
checked before it is fitted.

Teak steps are installed on the transom 
and areas are marked for the stainless steel 

Kraken electric davits.
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The companionway steps get their 
first of nine coats of varnish.

The cockpit command centre, Kraken 
designed, helm console is finished, ready 
for a tooling mould to be taken.

In-Build at Kraken
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In-Build at Kraken

This shows the skeleton and subframes of 
the unique Alpha Rudder System™. 

 
Click here to read more about the 

Kraken Alpha Rudder System™ 

The rigid fixed bimini frame is now 
under construction in the stainless 
steel workshop.
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In-Build at Kraken

The pushpit is almost finished with only 
the teak ‘gin and tonic’ seats needing to be 

fitted before installation on the transom.

The plexiglass and stainless steel 
windscreen are now in the tooling. 
You can see the channel in the top where 
the flexible clear front screen panels will 
slide in, once the top frame of the bimini 
is fitted and covered in Ferrari Stamoid.
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Announcing the

To find out more about the Kraken 50 Super Turbo head to page 45

Kraken Yachts are breaking into the motor-
sailor market with the new Kraken 50 
Twin Engine Super Turbo, Dick Beaumont 
announces today.

Following growing interest from Ocean 
Sailors’ subscribers we considered the 
benefits that a super powered twin engine 
planing version of the K50 could offer. This 
has resulted in a complete redesign. The 
base of the Zero Keel bulb is a flattened 
out to produce a profile similar to that of a 

surfboard. This, plus the stabilizing foils on 
each side enables the vessel to plane at very 
high speeds but still change course without 
falling on her beam ends.

Since a Kraken 50 has an 18 ton plus 
displacement, we have powered the new 
K50 Turbo with not one, but TWO 10-litre 
V8 twin-turbocharged engines each 
producing 1950hp. This gives the new 
Kraken 50 Super Turbo a staggering 3900hp 

which has more than enough torque and 
power to get the vessel up into hydrofoil 
planing mode.

Top speed will be an impressive 50-60kts
and the mast and rig will retract 
telescopically to reduce wind drag and 
vibration.   
 
The first K50 Twin Turbo will go into 
production today the 1st of April 2021.

A sneak peak at the TWO 10-litre 
V8 twin-turbocharged engines 
each producing 1950hp for a 
combined power of 3900hp.
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Sailors’ stories

Educating their three 
children afloat led 
a cruising couple to 
start a desktop sailing 
business which now 
funds their voyaging, 
as Dick Durham reports.

SCHOOLED 
AT SEA
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When the sweet-lined sloop, Totem, sailed 
slowly out of Puget Sound, in America’s 
Washington State, Niall Gifford, eldest of 
the boat’s child crew, couldn’t swim. Just 
eight months later, before he was 10, he had 
sea-horses literally wrapped around his 
little finger.

His younger sisters, six-year-old Mairen 
and Siobhan, just four, were not far behind 
their adventurous brother and soon 
all three were snorkelling in the living 
aquarium of Mexico’s Sea of Cortez.

For their parents, Jamie and Behan, the 
gamble had paid off; they had provided 
a ‘permanent floating field trip’ for their 
children and the education for a start in life 
most youngsters can only dream about. 
For the grown-ups it was a case of “giving 
up comfort and wealth for a sense of 
freedom,” for the children it was “to live 
closer to nature, sourcing power through 
the sun and the wind and raise them to be 
in tune with the environment,” Behan said.

All well and good, but many people might 
think that being cooped up on a 42ft sailing 
boat with three kids would be hell on water.

Sailors’ stories
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Sailors’ stories

However, the first thing that strikes you 
about the Giffords is what a tight-knit 
family they are. Whether they are listening 
to the ocean in conch shells; using the 
boat’s inflatable as a sofa or simply enjoying 
the sunshine on the foredeck, they are 
close. Very close.

“That has never changed,” Jamie, 54, tells 
Ocean Sailor, “the cruising life knits you 
together. You actually come to rely on your 
children because they have learned more 
than books can ever teach. They have 
learned how to prioritise risk! As just one 
example, for instance; if a squall comes 
through our anchorage and the boat starts 
to drag…without a second’s thought one 
of them will be up there letting out more 
cable.” 

The Giffords have spent the last 12 years 
sailing around the world and home teaching 
their children en route. “When you have 
to write about the building of the Panama 
Canal, it’s so much more interesting if 
you’ve been through it. If you have to study 
apartheid in South Africa how much more 
vivid that is if you’ve spoken to the people 
who lived under it,” Jamie said.

The Gifford odyssey all began with the 
untimely death of Jamie’s mother, aged 56, 
from cancer. “It made us realise there are 
no guarantees in this life,” said Jamie. The 
couple had been planning, for many years, 
to go off cruising, but it had always been 
‘someday.’ Someday when the kids had 

grown up, someday when the mortgage was 
paid off, someday, one day, never.

“Our ‘someday’ needed a date, not 
postponement for an amorphous 
retirement,” Behan, 50, said.

The couple are talking to me from their 
home which is levitating 20 feet above the 
quay. Totem, their Sparkman & Stephens’ 
designed Stevens 47, is swaying in the 
slings of the travel hoist in Puerto Penasco, 
a dusty Mexican shrimp fishing town on 
the Gulf of California. The northerly wind 
has set in with too much strength to splash 
the boat. So, they await a new launch date, 
while hanging in the air!

The jobs they had, the possessions they 
owned, and the pressures they endured 
from it all, almost broke them mentally. 
Jamie became a self-confessed burned-out 
case. He was a top sailmaker, producing 
wings for the 1992 America’s Cup 
challengers, the Vendee Globe boats, and 
the Whitbread Round-the-World-Race 
yachts, it sounds fantastic, but was hugely 
demanding. Behan’s high-pressure job in 
marketing for a medical import company 
didn’t help either, or leave much time for 
nurturing their children: “Most of our time 
was spent chasing the next bonus,” said 
Jamie, “we wanted to leave the rat race, 
shed things we didn’t really need and live 
minimally.”
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“There’s a magic window for the 
relationship between children and their 
parents,” said Behan, “and it is, for the 
children, while the world still centres 
around their parents.” She admits that her 
children have missed out on teenage slang, 
music, language and other trends, but 
believes they are not as important as the 
fantastic traveller’s tales they now have to 
share instead.

They sold up their belongings including 
a minivan, “all the usual junk,” as Behan 
puts it, but the 2008 global financial crash 
meant they could not sell their house 
in Bainbridge Island, Seattle. They were 
in negative equity. So, with mortgage 
payments still to find, they bought their 
US $190,000 boat, an ideal craft for ocean 
voyaging with integral keel and skeg-hung 
rudder, and set off.

Before they started to cross oceans they 
broke themselves in by making 40-
mile hops down the coastline finding an 
anchorage each night thereby avoiding 
storms in the open sea where possible.

By the time they reached the Marquesas, 
Niall’s expertise about all creatures great 
and small beneath their keel, had moved 
on from seahorses to giant manta rays; the 
wingtips of which another cruising couple 
thought were sharks until Niall jumped in 
to join them.

Sailors’ stories
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Sailors’ stories

“I learned to trust Niall’s judgement,” said 
Behan, “right from the time he led me back 
to the little bay in the Sea of Cortez and 
actually showed me how a sea horse curled 
its tail around his finger.”
By the time they’d crossed the Pacific and 
reached Australia they were penniless and 
obliged to go back ashore and work. They 
put the children in school and saved for 18 
months.

Meanwhile, Behan had been building up a 
Totem website, www.sailingtotem.com, 
which offered coaching to other cruising 
folk. It includes budgeting, planning, boat 
purchase, routing, weather, maintenance, 
sail making and most important of all: How 
to home school children.

Eventually, the site, plus exposure on 
social media as well as articles and books 
on sailing, pulled in enough to support 
themselves, around US $30,000 annually.
“You get one life and you have to take your 
chance and live it to its fullest,” said Behan.

“We all have different risk tolerances,” said 
Jamie, “but they must not be based on jaded 
perspectives. In Australia when we said 
we were going to sail to Papua New Guinea 
they told us we would be hacked to death by 
machete…instead we met people who knew 
the name of every bird and fish and who 
showed us how to build dugout canoes…”
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Others, when told Totem was bound for 
South Africa, said it might be dangerous 
to fly the Stars and Stripes, as America, 
thanks to the aggressive foreign policy 
of different administrations, had become 
hated in many places. “In fact, when we got 

Sailors’ stories

there, they felt sympathy for us…they asked 
us why was the US is so violent and racist? 
I couldn’t answer because I had believed 
Americans themselves to be open, friendly 
and generous. We found we could no longer 
relate to our own country,” said Jamie. 

The latest risk is the spread of Covid-19, 
which has curtailed their plans temporarily 
to visit remote Pacific islands. They will 
head south slowly from Mexico, but without 
Niall who is now 21 and about to start his 
third year studying international relations 
at university in Portland, Oregon. “He 
does not even have a driving licence,” 
said Behan, “but he does have a master 
mariner’s certification to sail a 50-tonne 
boat,” she added proudly.

His sisters, now both teenagers, will 
continue their onboard schooling until they 
decide the course of their lives.

And the house on Bainbridge Island?

“We’re lucky to have someone looking after 
it for us…if we need it back in our old age it 
will be better than living under a bridge,” 
said Jamie.

Sell up and sail, yes, allow a reasonable 
budget, or better still arrange some income 
if you can. Don’t believe the stories about 
the boat needing 10% of its value per 
annum for upkeep, that’s rubbish and only 
applies to Superyachts with expensive 
skippers and crews...BUT DO IT, you’re a 
long time dead.
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2

3

4

Take the blue rope
and make a simple
loop with it

Now pass it through
the blue loop, as if
interwoven

Pull the rope ends
to tighten the knot

Pass the white rope
through the arms

of the blue rope

The Ocean Sailor Knot of the month

Carrick Bend
This knot is very useful 
especially if the two lines, or 
even cables, are too thick or stiff 
to bend easily. It will not jam 
even when wet and under load.

The Carrick bend is also the 
basis for decorative woven mats 
and coasters.
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Voyaging with KidsThe Terror

“School’s out forever”, sang Alice Cooper, but for the three children 
of the Gifford family, it really was ‘goodbye blackboard, hello blue 
water’ as they set off on adventures aboard their classic ocean-
girdling yacht, Totem, a Sparkman & Stephens drawn Stevens 47.

Behan’s book could be used as the curriculum for any education 
department in western Europe. She thoroughly understands the 
intellectual requirements of youngsters at every stage of their lives, 
from daubing paint in jotters to prepping for college. She describes 
how to prepare for the off, how to educate at sea, even how to pay for 
it all. 

As you can see from this month’s Sailors’ Stories, Behan and husband 
Jamie have lived exactly how they wanted to, and remarkably, as we 
read the pages of this book, realise that their children have helped 
them enjoy it to the full, rather than be a hindrance.

Note: Behan and Jamie join the two Dicks in a forthcoming Ocean Sailor 
podcast discussing sailing with children, look out on our social media for 
more information.

In my book, Amazing Sailing Stories (Published by Wiley Nautical, 
2011) ships were found abandoned atop an ice-berg by sailor Robert 
Simpson. The discovery was made whilst he was on passage from 
Limerick to Quebec on his brig Renovation in 1852. It is likely he was 
looking at the ice bound and stranded hulks of the Royal Navy’s 
Erebus and Terror, the ill-fated ships of Sir John Franklin’s attempt to 
find the fabled Northwest passage six years before. 

Anthropologists believe Franklin and his 128-strong crew all 
perished from a combination of scurvy, poisoned food, botulism and 
starvation. Author, Dan Simmons, whose eponymous book this 10-
part chiller thriller is based on, imagines a few more besides.

The sets of the filming are astonishing thanks to Essex-based 
yachtsman and shipwright, Jim Dines’ authentic rigging, but then he 
did re-rig the Cutty Sark. 

The continual menacing sense of danger combined with the 
crumbling mental health of the crew, accompanied by a soundtrack 
of constantly creaking oak slowly cracking under pack ice requires a 
stiff upper lip to watch, let alone to experience. 

By Behan Gifford
Published by Pardey Publications

Directed by Ridley Scott
Available on BBC iPlayer

This months recommended reading & viewing from the Editor

Mariner’s Library
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In The Galley
With Dick Beaumont

Catalan 
Fish Soup
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From The Galley

Ingredients

This fantastic fish soup, which is a meal in itself, 
can be made using any white fish. If you want to 
keep it authentic use Gilthead Bream. Alternatively, 
you can use Bass, Spanish Mackerel, Snapper, 
Dorado or Grouper.

• 1kg x Sea Bream, I’ve used Black Bream
• 12 x fresh live mussels or clams
• 2 x large Spanish onions, finely chopped (but keep the top/

bottom/skins, you’ll need these for the stock!)
• 1x head of garlic peeled, crushed and finely chopped
• 1x unwaxed lemon, quartered
• ½ cup roughly, chopped parsley
• 1 x heaped tablespoon rosemary, finely chopped 
• 1 x large Spanish tomato, skinned and quartered
• 1 x heaped teaspoon of pink whole peppers corns

• 2 x dried Bay leaves
• ¼  cup of olive oil
• ½ bottle dry white Spanish wine, Penedes or a light 

Sauvignon. Any dry white unoaked wine will work fine. 
It will be a shame to waste the other half of the bottle, so chill 
that right down and taste continuously during the preparation 
of the soup, just to make sure it’s still OK before you add it in!  

• Salt and blk ground pepper to taste

From The Galley
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From The Galley

Fish stock

Method

Descale the fish before gutting it

Fillet the fish and put the head, fins 
and bones into a deep pan, cover 
with a pint of water, then add the 
top/bottom & skins from the large 
Spanish onions.

Crush 4 cloves of garlic and add that 
to the stockpot along with the two 
bay leaves 

Add salt to taste.

Bring the pan to the boil then turn 
down to simmer for 30- 45 mins.

The key to this soup is in preparing 
fresh fish stock. It’s simple to do and 
utilizes the bits you will otherwise 
throw overboard, the head, bones 
and fins.
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From The Galley

Enjoy and let me know how it went 

hello@oceansailormagazine.com

While the stock is cooking down use 
a large stockpot to sweat down the 
chopped onions in the olive oil. Don't 
use too much olive oil, just enough to 
sweat the chopped onions, and don’t 
let the onions brown, when they are 
opaque, add the remainder of the 
chopped garlic.

Keep on a low heat for 5 mins. Stir to 
stop the garlic from sticking.

When the stock is ready, strain it 
through a fine sieve and add the stock 
to the onions and garlic.

Add the ½ bottle of white wine and 
bring back to the boil, reduce the heat 
then turn down to simmer.

Squeeze all four segments of lemon 
into the soup, cut the last squeezed 
lemon quarter in half and add that to 
the pan too.

Add the parsley, rosemary and pink 
peppercorns.

Simmer all for 20 mins. Then bring to 
the boil.

Dice the Bream fillets leaving the
skin on.

Add the diced Bream and the mussels/
clams to the broth and reduce to 
simmer for 4 mins, no more.

Serve with crusty bread and a second 
bottle of flint cold Spanish white 
wine.
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Anchorage feature

Showcasing your favourite anchorages.

Readers' favourite 
Anchorages of the World

Dropping 
Anchor
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Travel & Discovery

From Ocean Sailor Reader Graham Wilding ,SY Chiquita

Whangaroa Bay comes from the Maori 
word ‘Whaingaroa’ which means ‘what 
a long wait’, commemorating the vigil 
women endured for the return of their 
warrior husbands.

The only thing that spoils anchoring in 
the Bay of Islands area is choice! There are 
literally thousands of virgin anchorages. 

If steering clear of marinas and yacht 
quays is your preference, head for 
Whangaroa Bay. The entrance to the sound 
is quite narrow and isn’t obvious until 
you're quite close, but once through the 
heads, whatever turbulence the weather 
may have thrown at you will soon be 
overtaken by the peace and tranquillity of 
this huge protected sound with its dozens 
of small coves and bays.

The Kiwis take their nature seriously and 
the whole area abounds with well-worked 
trails and walks. There is even a small 
harbour town tucked five miles up into 
the lagoon so you can provision up before 
heading back out to sea. 

Near the entrance of the sound, there’s a 
good restaurant at the Kingfish Lodge (Tel: 
09405 0164), but you will need to prebook 
a day in advance. There is a pier where you 
can moor your dingy.

Location

Coordinates

Seabed

Protection

Whangaroa Bay, Bay of Islands, New Zealand

35°01.30’S 173°46.08’E

Good holding in mud

Good protection from all wind directions

Whangaroa Bay Kingfish Lodge
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From Sailing Today's Editor Sam Jefferson

swell will be an issue in some weathers 
due to a lack of protection. Sailing through 
is quite unnerving as the water is so clear 
you feel certain you must touch the bottom 
even though there is actually plenty of 
depth. I used to drop the hook here, prepare 
lunch and then let the guests go swimming 
in the limpid water and take a nap while the 
cooling breeze fanned through the channel. 
There is a nice beach nearby on Proizd.

Holding is good and the water is so clear 
you can see precisely where your anchor 
is and if it’s set well. After that, you can sit 
back and let yourself be soothed into sleep 
by the lapping water and the rhythmic hum 
of the cicadas.

Croatia tops my list of Mediterranean 
anchorages, so I’m going to cheat by 
offering two. The beautiful Gradina Bay 
is located on the western peninsula of 
Korcula, in Croatia’s Dalmatian Islands. It is 
a very safe bay with good holding offering a 
staging point to visit the rest of the islands. 
Mooring buoys are available for about 200 
kuna and there is actually a delivery service 
from the excellent Siloko restaurant. 

Proizd, some two miles to the west, is a 
small island with crystal clear waters, but it 
is more of an afternoon stop off rather than 
an overnight anchorage. There is a narrow 
strait between Korcula and Proizd. I only 
ever stayed there on pristine summer days 
when I was working as a charter skipper, 
but it’s clear from a scan of the chart that 

Location

Coordinates

Seabed

Protection

Korcula & Proizd Island, Croatia

Gradina Bay 42°58.34’N 16°40.45’E  /  Proizd  42°59.04’N 16°37.54’E

Good holding in sand

Well protected except from the west

Proizd
Gradina Bay

Korcula &
Proizd Island

42



Travel & Discovery

From Ocean Sailor Reader John Jensen

My favourite anchorage is one bypassed by 
many sailors: Matanchén Bay on the west 
coast of Mexico. I like it for many reasons. 
It’s actually quite historic, some of the last 
ships of the Spanish empire visited. It’s 
adjacent to the sleepy village of Matanchén, 
next to San Blas which is also very historic. 
It was the site of the first/oldest Spanish 
mission on the west coast of the North 
American continent. 

The bay is broad and offers good protection 
from north and westerly weather. It’s 
flanked by the lush green mountains of 
Nayarit to the east. It’s never crowded, you 
can often find yourself totally alone apart 
from the local dolphins who will visit you 
frequently. 

A short paddle or dinghy ride to shore will 
bring you to the beach area where old-style 
palapas are still the standard, along with a 
smattering of more permanent structures, 
most of which turn out to be bars serving 
food and drink during the day. The best 
place to land with the dinghy is at Ramadas 
Restaurant. At night the only sound is 

the occasional dog barking and the light 
pollution is nil which is one of the biggest 
draws for me.

Matanchén is famous for a few things, 
one of them is banana bread, legend has 
it that it was first created there, and it’s 
absolutely delicious in all its various local 
renditions. Another claim to fame is that 
due to the geography, the point of San 
Blas generates what’s known to be one of, 
if not the, longest rideable surf breaks in 
the world.  It’s a small wave that can go for 
miles and miles before meeting the shore. 
I’ve met surfers who said they rode it ‘til 
they couldn’t stand anymore, but the wave 
kept going. 

It’s best avoided during strong south-
westerlies.

Matanchén is underrated because sailors 
believe they will be eaten alive by the 
“jujenes”, tiny biting mosquitoes that are 
nearly invisible. But in my experience, 
when anchored in the middle of the bay, 
they are nowhere to be found.

Location

Coordinates

Seabed

Protection

Matanchén Bay, Nayarit, Mexico

21°31.13’N 105°14.35’W

Good holding in sand

Good protection year-round apart from the south/south-west

Matanchén Bay
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Please tell us your favourite anchorage and we'll featured it in the 
next months 'Dropping Anchor'. Send the anchorage details with 
a brief description of why you like this anchorage along with some 
photos showing the layout of the anchorage, plus the primary 
details: Location, coordinates, seabed type and protection.

What's your 
favourite anchorage?

To send us your favourite anchorage

Click Here
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Happy April fools!
We hope the Kraken 50 Super Turbo
gave you a good laugh!

http://oceansailormagazine.com

