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Following the launch and media interest 
of the first Kraken 50 built in Turkey, the 
Kraken Yachts order book has been filling 
fast.

As we go to press the first available build 
start date for a Kraken 50 is now October 
2022 for delivery June 2023. The Kraken 
58’s earliest delivery date is October 2023 
and a Kraken 66 is December 2023.

To give clients peace of mind and certainty 
that they will be able to receive a Kraken 
when they want to, we are launching the 
Kraken Build Reservation Scheme (KBRS) 

and now you can reserve a build start 
date up to three years in advance.

The conditions of the KBRS are.

1. Kraken provides a firm quotation based 
on your specification.  

2. You pay a build reservation deposit to 
secure your Kraken at either the next 
available build slot or a date up to three 
years in the future.  
 
Kraken 50 - €25k 
Kraken 58 - €40k   
Kraken 66 - €75k 

3. If Kraken needs to requote due to 
increased costs at any time up to the 
build date, the client may request a full 
refund of the deposit paid. 

4. If the client wishes to continue the 
build, the start date is held.

Please contact sales@krakenyachts.com 
for full details.

By Dick Beaumont - Chairman and Founder of Ocean Sailor Magazine and Kraken Yachts

From The Pulpit

Kraken launches three year 
build reservation scheme
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In response to a high level of enquiries 
from sailors wanting to sail up or down 
into the high latitudes. We are now 
launching the Kraken Explorer range, 
the first of which will be the Kraken 50 
Explorer, followed shortly by K58 and K66 
versions.

Because all Kraken’s are very heavily 
laid up with 17 to 22 layers of composites 
including Aramid Fibres (Kevlar as it is 
commonly known). The construction, 
resistance to damage and puncture is 
already far greater than that of 5 or 6 
mm aluminium. FRP composites do not 
suffer from all the corrosion problems 
and the paint adhesion issues that befall 
most yachts constructed from aluminium. 
Although Kraken’s hull and construction 
methods are already well suited for high 
latitude sailing and the probability of 
collision with ice, the Kraken Explorer 

range will further enhance the impact 
resistance, resilience and suitability of the 
yacht for voyaging into the colder climes 
of the high latitudes.

Extra features of the Explorer range

• An interior helm control is fitted at 
the pilot station, providing the ability 
to make sharp deviations from course 
to avoid ice, lobster pots or other 
obstructions. 

• A 5mm stainless steel bow plate with 
a 10mm ‘breaker’ spine, bonded to the 
stem from 25cm above the waterline to 
40cm below. 

• Aramid woven fibres are built into the 
composition of the lay-up, a metre 
either side of the centre line from 30cm 
above the waterline to the aft end of 

bottom of the keel and rudder skeg. 

• The inside of the hull is insulated with 
25mm closed cell polyurethane foam 
from 25cm above the waterline to the 
bilges. The topsides from 25cm above 
the waterline already, comprising a 
25mm structural foam layer. 

• A 12mm stainless steel cable is installed 
from the back of the keel to the skeg. 
Installed to prevent ice, ropes and 
fishing nets from fouling the prop. This 
has dual pelican hooks clips so that the 
cable can be removed.  

• Full Webasto diesel heating system.

Please contact sales@krakenyachts.com 
for full details, costs and availability.
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Aramid Protection (Kevlar)

Closed-cell Insulation
Removable Stainless Steel Ice Cable

Stainless Steel
Ice-breaker plate

Kraken announces the Explorer range for high latitude sailing
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Sailors’ Stories | Winter Sailing

Winter 
Sailing

Yachting’s greatest cartoonist, the late Mike 

Peyton, was born 100 years ago in January 1921. 

His biographer, Dick Durham recalls Mike’s 

love of winter sailing.

Sailors’ Stories
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Once the sailing season was over and 
most boats were laid up, Mike Peyton 
would sit by the log fire of his isolated 
cottage in the Essex marshlands, marking 
up the final pages of the almanac. With 
his characteristic black sketching pen, 
he would scratch lines against the nights 
which had a full moon.

“With short days and longer nights, you 
need to make the most of what light 
is available, and I love sailing along 
a moonlit sea,” the man who penned 
cartoons for yachting magazines in the 
UK, the U.S., Europe and Australia, once 
told me.

Mike, owned and sailed many different 
boats for more than 60 years, and both he 
and his novelist wife, Kath – better known 
as K.M. Peyton, author of the successful 
TV series and book Flambards, centred on 
her love of horse-riding – both cherished 
winter sailing.

It all began when Mike, a demobbed 
infantryman from the Royal 
Northumberland Fusiliers, came home 
from years in a World War II Nazi POW 
camp, to re-start his future at art school, 
firstly in Manchester then in London.

During weekends he paddled and sailed 
a canvas canoe, Vorlooper, down the 
River Thames, getting further seaward 
on each trip. On Christmas Eve 1949 he 
was exploring a labyrinth of creeks off 
the River Medway, in Kent and as dusk 
fell a fine drizzle began. So, Mike paddled 
towards a lonely barn in which to spread 
his sleeping bag for the night. The rain 
had ruined his rations; two loaves of 
bread, so he offered the mush to a pair of 
marsh ponies. During the night he was 
troubled by the nagging thought he might 
not have pulled the canoe far enough 
up the sea wall. So, in his underpants, 
he crept out to check. When he turned 
around, he discovered the ponies had 
joined him, expecting more bread.

It became the subject of an early cartoon.

Sailors’ Stories | Winter Sailing

Mike in his studio

Mike’s wife and author Kath 
(K.M. Peyton)
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Mike’s cartoons came from lived 
experience and the yachting press always 
wanted his take on Christmas afloat. His 
four decades of throwing a Christmas 
Day party on the lonely beach at East 
Mersea on the River Colne, in Essex, plus 
his habit of sailing on Boxing Day to 
Winteringham Haven on the River Humber 
in Lincolnshire, where he laid up his boats 
with old Army friend and sailor, Danny 
Bray, provided much material.

“Although I’m hooked on winter sailing, 
there are times when I realise why it’s 
not all that popular,” he once told me 
ingenuously. In one of his three ferro-

cement sketches, Lodestone, Mike set off 
during a particularly cold spell: ‘England 
is in the grip of Arctic weather’ the BBC 
weather report announced.

“Poking my nose over the washboard I 
could see why. There was about six inches 
of snow on the deck and the fresh easterly 
wind cut like a knife. It was like being 
encased in a snowball,” Mike said.
With a three-strong crew they set off back 
to the mooring via the shortest possible 
route: a shallow East Coast swatchway 
called the Raysand Channel which can 
only be transited at around half tide. 

As his crew cast off the visitor’s buoy 
ropes, they disappeared in a snowstorm 
and as they sailed down the River Crouch: 
“The deck was so treacherous we had to 
sweep it and keep sweeping it. For the 
two of us with spectacles, the snowflakes 
drove directly into our faces hitting the 
lenses constantly and cutting our already 
limited visibility. For the other two, they 
had to narrow their eyes to prevent the 
driving frozen flakes from impacting their 
eyeballs. In the end, we relied completely 
on the instruments. It was impossible to 
keep a look-out as all we could see was 
swirling snowflakes.”
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Dotted along the Raysand Channel are the 
sunken hulks of four abandoned Thames 
lighters. They were placed there at the 
outbreak of World War II as target practice 
for Lancaster bombers. Each sports a 
beacon on top of which is a cardinal mark. 
Fortunately for Mike, the blizzard he was 
sailing through lifted momentarily to 
show they were sailing straight towards 
one of these hazards.

“It was a relief to get across that 
swatchway back into the deeper stretch of 
the Blackwater,” Mike said, “and cook up 
a breakfast for champions!”

While writing Mike’s biography, Peyton, 
(Published by Adlard Coles Nautical 2009) 
I sailed with him one February in his last 
boat, Touchstone, a 38ft ferro-cement 
ketch, designed by Alan F Hill.

Down below the kettle was whistling and I 
fished around for the tea. To my horror, I 
found a limp cardboard box with tea bags 
covered in green mould. I deliberately 
brought them up on deck and started 
patting off the dust. To my surprise, even 
the man who’d suffered starvation in a 
prisoner of war camp was prepared to 
concede they were an infusion beyond 
ingestion and he scattered them over the 
side. “The seagulls’ll have ‘em,” he said 
mournfully hoping they would not be 
totally wasted. Not a fowl alighted on the 
calm river to inspect the floating items in 
our wake. Touchstone was well known to 
the avian population of Essex. 

Sailors’ Stories | Winter Sailing

Touchstone, a 38ft ferro 
cement ketch
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“Never mind, there’s coffee. I forgot 
the milk, but you take it black and I’m 
not fussy,” he said. Later we bought 
some fresh tea bags from a store in 
Brightlingsea.

It was cold, clear February weather and 
Mike shipped the coal stove chimney as 
the sun started dipping below hinterland 
Essex. I was cheered to see wispy clouds 
of smoke quickly grow thicker as the 
‘knobs’ of coal caught.

The only sound below in Touchstone’s 
cave-like interior was the ticking of the 
chronometer on the main bulkhead and 
the hissing of the paraffin-fuelled Tilley 
lamp which Mike fired up sending choking 
black fumes into the cabin. Before the 
contraption actually gave off a steady, 
hissing light it had produced more flames 
than an Olympic torch and enough smoke 
to put the Flying Scotsman to shame. 
My bunk was beside the coal stove and I 
slept warm and snug, if a little kippered 
from the Tilley ignition.

In the morning I watched as Mike made 
the tea. “Old North Country habit,” he 
said as he fished out the tea bag from one 
mug and dropped it into the second.

For many years Mike chartered Touchstone, 
and one party was a group of railwaymen 
from Crewe engine sheds, who went back 
to work after the passage, with an order 
for a heavy-gauge, copper frying pan 
which would fit across both burners. They 
came back the following summer and the 
pan was still in use when I was aboard.
It was ideal for winter sailing as Mike 
explained: “It’s oblong and therefore 
spans both Primus burners. You can do 
fried bread and move it to one side, then 
the bacon and the sausages, finally the 
eggs and, with the beans already heating 
on the coal stove, a meal fit for a king.”

Dick Durham’s biography of Mike, 
entitled ‘Peyton’ is available on Amazon 
on Kindle or hardcover.

Sailors’ Stories | Winter Sailing

Mike’s slightly dodgy 
paraffin Tilley lamp
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This months recommended reading and watching from the Editor

By Les Bird

A video by Mike Anderson

Published by Earnshaw Books (2019)

Distrubuted by Thesailingchannel.tv & Paracay.com (2021)

Having lived in Hong Kong for eight years, writes Trystan Grace, 
I was especially drawn to this book about life in the city’s Marine 
Police in the 1970s. Les Bird joined the force in 1976, and his career 
spanned a time of rapid change in the then British colony. The book 
is a real page turner as you follow Les’s escapades facing refugees 
escaping the tyranny of the communist cultural revolution, mainland 
organised crime and cross-border smuggling. As a senior officer, Les 
was instrumental in dealing with sensitive situations, such as the 
flood of refugees fleeing Vietnam to seek asylum. A Small Band of 
Men is an excellent read filled with fascinating events and characters. 
Available on Amazon and Kindle.

In last months’ Ocean Sailor, Dick Durham interviewed Lin Pardey 
about the new movie documenting her and her late husband Larry 
Pardey’s life on the ocean. The Real Deal is an intimate profile created 
by Mike Anderson, video producer and boatbuilder and a longtime 
friend of Larry. The documentary is fascinating, focusing on not 
only the sailing life of the couple but also the painstaking build of 
their boat, Taliesin, and how they touched the lives of other sailors 
and boatbuilders hoping to follow in their footsteps. There is some 
excellent footage of their voyage east to west around Cape Horn 
which really highlights the perils of the world’s most notorious cape. 
The documentary is available on Vimeo to rent or buy as a digital 
download or on dvd. Links to the online version and DVD of The Real 
Deal can be found below:

Mariner’s Library

A Small Band Of Men

The Real Deal

Mariner’s Library | December 2021Page 9
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Feature | The 12 days of Christmas

Photo by Maksim Romashkin

As the temperature drops and we move closer to the end of 
the year, it’s that time to start looking for festive gifts for the 
adventurous sailors in our lives. Not sure what to get? Have no 

fear, Ocean Sailor is here to provide some ideas.

The

of Christmas
12 Days
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Feature | The 12 days of Christmas

JBL Waterproof Speakers

Sawyer PointOne 
Squeeze Water Filter

Garmin Quatix 6 
Sailing Watch

Clip 4 - $50 | £50 | €55

$44 | £54 | €59

Flip 5 - $130 | £89 | €99

JBL have a reputation for great speakers and these waterproof options 
are a great addition to any sailing yacht cockpit. We have two options 
for you based on budget.

This award-winning water filter is a must, providing clean water 
wherever you travel around the world. Just fill up the pouch from any 
lake or stream, screw on the filter and squeeze into a bottle or cup. 
Rated to 0.1 micron absolute filtration, it removes 99.99999% of all 
bacteria, such as salmonella, leptospirosis, cholera and E.coli, removes 
99.9999% of all protozoa (such as giardia and cryptosporidium), and it 
also removes 100% of microplastics. 

The Quatix 6 is an excellent rugged watch for sailors and adventurers, 
especially for those that spec Garmin navigation equipment (as 
standard on all Kraken yachts). Provides live location on coastal charts, 
inland maps and even ski charts using inbuilt GPS, health monitoring 
for outdoor pursuits and connects directly to your Garmin Chartplotter, 
giving live boat data and even providing autopilot control.

1

3

2

$500 | £570 | €629Buy Now

Buy Now

Buy Now Buy Now
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Feature | The 12 days of Christmas

KPM Marine - Fire Rescue 
Pump Kit (FRP5)

Alkin W31 Mariner 
Vertical Dive Compressor

QuenchSea Manual 
Watermaker

$3,000

$130 | £100 | €118

£1850

Designed and manufactured in the UK and DNV-GL approved, the 
Predator pump is the most robust and efficient self-priming 24V pump 
on the market. Combined with a lithium battery pack (LiPO4 / 24V / 
50Ah) the pump can be used in many flood rescue scenarios including 
confined spaces (no emissions).  Highly portable,  FRP5 can also be 
carried by one person.

We include this dive tank compressor on the list this year as Alkin 
makes a vertical version of its highly reviewed W31 model. This is 
perfect for yachts as it takes up less floor space. It can be easily 
mounted in the lazarette (as seen on Kraken yachts).

The ultimate lightweight emergency manual desalinator is compact 
and the perfect addition to any survival bag. It combines a hydraulic 
system, triple pre-filtration and a small reverse osmosis membrane to 
desalinate seawater into freshwater using manual human power. The 
company also promises to donate one watermaker for each one sold, in 
the hope of providing clean drinking water to those in need.

5

6

4

Buy Now

Buy Now

Buy Now
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Feature | The 12 days of Christmas

DJI Osmo Action 2

Antal Hook 
Tweaker HK12

Scanstrut ROKK Active 
Wireless Charging Mount

$185 | £138 | €165

$100 | £75 | €110

$399 | £349 | €399

For the budding cruising filmmaker DJI have just released the new 
Osmo Action 2 which is a modular action camera designed to rival the 
GoPro. Its small size, in-built stabilisation and modular design give 
it great flexibility and durability while sailing. A great option to go 
snorkelling with (10m) or diving with the waterproof case (60m). 

The Antal Snap Hook is an “open low friction ring” with a spliced 
Dyneema loop. It can be easily “hooked” to a spinnaker, genoa or 
gennaker sheet as a barber hauler to give the lightest and strongest 
solution for line control. The hook itself is made of hard black anodised 
aluminium with a safety spring to prevent the line from accidentally 
dropping out.

This excellent wireless charging mount by Scanstrut can be mounted 
directly onto your helm console, providing a safe, waterproof place to 
charge your phone. The mount is IPX6 rated waterproof and works 
directly with 12/24V systems to supply wireless charging, meaning you 
won’t need to use any phone charging cables.

7

9

8

Buy Now

Buy Now

Buy Now
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Ledlenser SEO 7R LED 
Rechargeable Head Torch

Kraken 50 Build Slot 
Reservation

North Face Base Camp 
Duffel Waterproof Bag

€25,000

$149 | £115 | €130

$40 | £65 | €50

Ledlenser is renowned for great quality torches and we have used their 
SEO 7R head torch on many miles of ocean sailing. Rugged, bright, 
light and long battery life, we can’t fault it. It also has various options 
of brightness, an emergency flashing mode and a red light for when 
you need to keep your night vision.

Want to surprise your loved one with a Kraken 50 but worried it won’t 
fit under the tree? We’ve got you covered with a Kraken 50 build slot 
reservation to hold your space in the queue. The K50 is the ultimate 
bluewater cruiser to sail off around the world in safety and comfort. 
Build slots are filling fast, so book now!

Iconic for good reason, the Base Camp Duffel is trusted by travellers 
and adventurers from the Himalayas to urban metropolises. It’s now 
made from water-resistant recycled materials but packs the same 
durability and ruggedness. We have gone for the medium version which 
has 71L of space (and two of our team use these). A great option when 
packing to go sailing.

10

11

12
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Buy Now

Buy Now

Buy Now
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  | The Birth of the Kraken 58
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Stage 2

The Birth Of 
The Kraken 58

Page 15



Whether the owner has years of ocean 
sailing experience or is taking off for their 
first adventure under sail, the layouts 
available for a given yacht will be one of 
the first considerations.
We always recommend that owners 
focus on the people that they feel are 
certain to be joining them as crew and 
encourage them to focus on providing 
optimum facilities for those they know 
will come, leaving the more temporary 
arrangements, such as a convertible 
saloon berth to accommodate those that 
might come occasionally. 

Due to our total commitment of building 
the world’s best blue water yachts, all 
Kraken’s incorporate a full walk-in engine 
room. We start here ensuring the full 
spectrum of equipment that each owner 
wants can be installed with full access for 
service and maintenance.

Principally we believe a Kraken 58 should 
accommodate up to six crew permanently 
with an extra two guests for short periods 
in the saloon area. It’s usual to see 10 or 
even 12 berths offered in layouts of 58ft 
yachts but our focus is on world cruising 
and not short term holiday arrangements. 
Each owner has to decide what is most 
important to them, you can’t have it all.

Every ocean mariner’s first consideration 
should be focused on the safety and 
durability of the yacht and it’s systems 
and at Kraken, that’s the first place 
we start. However, while our yacht 

design team works with the composite 
engineering team at Hauraki Design to 
develop a very robust build specification, 
we begin work on the concept phase of the 
layouts we will incorporate.

Once we have the rudimentary layout 
concepts, as below the 3D drawings then 
go across to Donna Maree, our interior 
designer, who will apply her specialised 
skills to hone each layout.

General 
Arrangement

Layout 

Update of data
for next iteration

Hull and deck
design

Keel and rudder
design

Sail and rig
design

General 
arrangement

Propeller and 
engine

Hull and deck 
scantlings

Rig 
dimensions

Weight 
calculations

Hydrostatics 
and stability

Evaluation

  | The Birth of the Kraken 58

(Check the November issue for a full description of the design spiral)
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  | The Birth of the Kraken 58

In terms of interior design, the Kraken 58 is a close relation to the Kraken 66. This is 
especially apparent in the master cabin and saloon areas. The area forward of the mast 
most significantly determines the total berth capacity and this area will be affected 
by how many crew will be accommodated and whether they are likely to be couples or 
singles and whether they are expected to be young or old.

• In the forward cabins, we focus on two 
things: storage and number of berths. 
Open space is sometimes desirable 
but in an ocean cruising yacht it’s 
counterproductive as it’s certain that 
adequate storage for personal effects 
and all the paraphernalia a cruising 
yacht needs will be of far greater 
benefit. We also consider grab rails and 
handhold positions carefully so that 
crews can move comfortably through 
the yacht in safety at sea. 

• In the saloon we can incorporate two 
very different layout principles:

• The galley’s function means emphasis 
on ample storage space and good usable 
worktops. It is surprising how a 5cm 
variation in worktop height has a huge 
impact on the feel of the space and its 
usability. The galley in a 58 also allows 
extra refrigeration space, necessary for 
voyaging with a larger crew. 

• The master cabin with an en-suite 
head is designed for luxury liveaboard 
comfort. The bed is big, the hanging 
wardrobes are spacious, and there are 
wide bedside tables. The head is fitted 
with an almost hotel-sized shower, 
including a rain shower. The design 
brief is simple, the owners cabin 
must personify the very best of luxury 
liveaboard accommodation, whilst 
remaining fully functional for passage 
making in all weathers.

Generally our interior design concept is 
based on modern rectangular shapes but 
with fully radiused corners to eliminate 
accidental injury at sea.

A fully raised saloon which provides 
full seated vision through the 
saloon windows to the outside 
surroundings. This layout requires us 
to come inside the side decks for the 
saloon seating and table areas.

The benefits of this layout are:

 - Seated and standing vision at eye 
level to the surrounding area.

 - A forward-facing navigation 
station with excellent visibility 
outside from the raised seating 
position. 

 - Increased tank capacity
 - Extra space in an extended engine 
room so that full hydraulics can be 
accommodated as well as storage 
for a full inventory of tools and 
spares along with a workbench.

A lower saloon that extends the 
saloon seating out under the side 
decks. This layout does offer a 
considerably larger saloon and 
seating area and it has been 
requested by several interested 
clients who want to accommodate 
more guests at their table. The 
benefits of this layout are pretty 
well restricted to increase saloon 
accommodation. 

1)

2)

Concept
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After the 2D concepts, the boat is then 
drawn up in 3D. We use Rhino3D for all 
of our modelling which offers plenty of 
freedom to the designer.

The first job the 3D model achieves is to 
help visualise the design. Above you can 
see the model of the K58 raised saloon 
layout that we are working on. This part 

We firm up on the build specification and 
structure and finalise bulkhead positions, 
then the design team presents the 
progress so far to the whole Kraken team 
to canvas everyone’s perspective and areas 
of concern.

Two steps forward one step back!

of the project revolved around designing a 
table that is high enough to provide good 
visibility outside while also integrating 
well with the rest of the saloon. The whole 
boat gets this rudimentary 3D model set 
up. As the project develops, the model will 
be updated for each element.

3D 
Mock-up

What 
comes 
next?

  | The Birth of the Kraken 58Page 18



Ocean Sailor Magazine  | Ahoy!

23,000

Comments and questions from our readers, listeners and watchers.

A question for Kraken. Where the strut 
is attached. Was the hull cut to a square 
then a fiberglass platform glassed over 
the hole from the inside. Then the strut 
can be set up into the hole for less drag. 
On my Tayana that was a weak spot..  
how is the v strut attached from the 
inside for adjustment to the shaft”

- Brian Dale

Hi Brian,
Firstly as you will see, Kraken has a 
unique V bracket, not a single arm P 
bracket to support the shaft. Secondly, we 
believe it is insufficient to glass a single 
plate onto the hull to secure the shaft. 
Please see the drawing below.

Please note the bracket, shaft and 
sigma drive are all fully aligned then 
fixed in position, there cannot be any 
adjustment of the shaft or V bracket. The 
only adjustment allowable is the engine 
alignment to the sigma drive.

- Dick Beaumont, Kraken Yachts 
Chairman & Founder
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Ocean Sailor Magazine  | On Watch

What’s out and what’s coming soon from the world of Ocean Sailor & Kraken Yachts. Throughout November, 
Dick Beaumont has been in Turkey conducting a very successful “See and Sail” event, hosting clients from 
all over the world to test sail the latest Kraken 50. With this now over, the two Dicks will be gracing the 

airwaves of the Ocean Sailor Podcast more regularly and over on the Kraken YouTube channel, a walkthrough 
of the deck is coming soon. 

23,000

OCEAN        SAILOR

Podcast

Coming up next on the Ocean Sailor Podcast?

What makes a true blue 
water yacht Part 1 & 2

The psychology of sailing
with Brian Trautman of SV Delos

Coming SoonComing Soon

If you missed it, check out our interior walkthrough of the Kraken 
50 with Sailing Today’s Sam Jefferson. Subscribe to make sure you 
don’t miss the full deck walkthrough series, coming soon!

We follow up the discussion on what 
makes a true blue water cruiser with Adam 
and Khiara of Sailing Millennial Falcon.

The two Dicks have a great discussion 
with Brian Trautman of SV Delos on the 
subject of the psychology of ocean passage 
making as it affects captains and crews.

Episode EpisodeFeaturing Featuring
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Sailors’ Stories | Bruce Curran

Bruce 
Curran

Eccentric adventurer Bruce Curran, who produced an original pilot guide to the 

Philippines, died before he could finish a second edition. Thanks to his friend, 

Kraken 50 owner, David Wilkinson, the book, Combing the Coral Carpet, is now 

available. Dick Durham looks at the life of a much-loved sailor and storyteller.

Sailors’ Stories
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A day out of Subic Bay in the Philippines, 
the seas were humping ever bigger, the 
wind increasing steadily, the sky was 
beginning to take on a feverish glare 
and the crew of Miss Iloilo, a 22-ton 
steel, pilothouse ketch, did not like the 
look of it. They had reduced her canvas 
until she was under a solitary storm jib, 
hanked on to the inner forestay. The seas 
were becoming very steep and the boat, 
although making a remarkable five knots 
under such a small sail, was starting 
to lose her directional stability. So, the 
skipper, Anthony Williams, designer of the 
boat, a Craft Original, called up Rowdy’s 
Net on the single side band radio. To his 
horror, and that of his crew, Bruce Curran, 
they discovered they were sailing directly 
across the path of Typhoon Axel which 
had an equally vicious twin called Bobby 
developing further east.

They immediately consulted the chart to 
find a safe anchorage and were relieved 
to locate one downwind of them: Illultuc 
Sound on the northern tip of Busuanga 
Island in the Calamian group north of 
Palawan.

“We were relieved to be within the sound 
and heading towards the mangroves in 
calm water. It turned out to be a perfect 
typhoon anchorage,” recalled Bruce.

Lying to a 66-pound Bruce anchor on 90 
feet of chain and a 30-pound Fortress 
anchor on a similar length of chain and 
warp in little more than 8ft of water, they 
awaited the storm.

It was preceded by a psychedelic dusk: 
“The sky was purple, pink, aqua blue, 
and turquoise.” When it arrived, Bruce 
realised they’d forgotten to stow the RIB. 
He found it flying around in mid-air like a 
“rampant, grey balloon.”
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The rain was horizontal and he had to 
wear diving goggles to prevent being 
blinded as he struggled to lash the dinghy 
to the transom in a “spider’s web of line.”

“My neck was whipped from side to 
side as I tried to steady my head on my 
shoulders,” he said.

But that was nothing to what happened in 
many other parts of the Philippines two 
days before Christmas of 1994.

Typhoon Axel swirled across the islands 
leaving 19 dead, scores of boats stranded 
up in the treeline and more than 160 

families living on the street after giant 
waves crushed their homes. 

Yet, Bruce was a cool customer during 
heavy weather at sea as David Wilkinson 
told Ocean Sailor Magazine. Bruce was an 
eccentric adventurer who, following the 
study of social anthropology at Edinburgh 
University, set off to experience diversity 
first hand on a Norton Commando 750cc 
motorcycle, driving across Europe, Turkey, 
Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan…arriving 
eventually in Cape Province, South Africa. 
Here he carried out postgraduate studies 
in social, economic and political history at 
Rhodes University.

After rebuilding a 40-year-old wooden 
ketch, designed by John Alden, he 
swapped motorcycle leathers for wet 
weather gear and became a sailor to 
continue his wandering at sea. 

Following adventures in Australia 
and Hong Kong, where he worked as 
a financial advisor, he gave up the 
metropolitan life for that of a ‘beach bum’ 
in the Philippines.

But it was during his time in Hong 
Kong that he met and befriended David 
Wilkinson who was the subject of one of 
Ocean Sailor’s first Sailors’ Stories, about 
his epic voyage following in the wake of 
the Bligh mutiny.

“Bruce was a very interesting character 
who saw himself as something of a writer. 
This was confirmed when the first edition 
of Combing the Coral Carpet went flying 
off the shelves. He sadly died before he 
could finish the second edition, so I have 
stepped in.”

The pair met in 1993 in Hong Kong and 
three years later flew to Manila to take 
delivery of David’s new boat, Blue Phoenix, 
a 43ft Ted Brewer-designed Cape North 
sloop. Their first attempt at crossing the 
500 miles from the Philippines to Hong 
Kong saw them blow out the mainsail in 
a Force 7. Three months later they tried 
again, this time with three other crew and 
a new, fully-battened mainsail. But the 
South China Sea is a ‘cold, windy, empty 
space’ in February and the crew found 
themselves beating into weather for five 
days in strong winds up to Force 9 at 
times.

Bruce’s adventures took 
to the waves

David’s first boat ‘Blue Phoenix’
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In the middle of the open sea, the wave 
height was 15ft with breaking crests which 
under a working jib and three reefs in the 
main, Blue Phoenix, handled well because 
of her five-ton, encapsulated lead keel.
The folks back home in Hong Kong were 
concerned at the boat’s non-arrival and 
the rescue services had been alerted as 
they were posted ‘missing’.

Another yacht, Gale Force, had foundered 
– fortunately without loss of life and the 
13-strong crew of a 50m fishing vessel 
were rescued after she sank.

Aboard Blue Phoenix, the engine failed, 
but before it did the batteries broke loose 
spilling acid over the running engine 
creating toxic smoke. The prop shaft 
coupling dislodged allowing serious 
ingress of water. But after nine days they 
arrived at Lantau Island, the largest of the 
Hong Kong’s many islands.

“In my 30,000 miles of offshore cruising, 
this was as tough as I had seen,” Bruce 
recalled later.

David told Ocean Sailor, “Bruce was 
incredibly calm throughout. I said at the 
end of it that I didn’t think I ever wanted 
to go sailing again. But he just said you 
could go sailing for the rest of your life 
and never experience it again.”

Bruce Curran, David recalls, was a “total 
romantic, articulate, funny, a maverick. 
Everyone who met him liked him, he was 
so positive.”

His book, Combing the Coral Carpet, is 
invaluable as a pilot guide as it is as much 
of a guide to the people and culture of that 
vast archipelago.

With a section on typhoons, how they 
form, when, how to avoid them and which 
typhoon shelters are available and where, 
Bruce put his vast experience to good use.

The tome – which he jokingly describes 
as ‘the book of ballast’ as it is a hardback, 
400 pages long, with scores of colour 
photographs and sketches – takes its 
name from what Bruce describes as ‘Coral 
Cruising’; nosing around the thousands of 
low-lying atolls, how to approach them, 
where to anchor and how to assess the 
depths of anchorages from the colour 
alone.

Combing The Coral Carpet
(Second Edition) By Bruce Curran
Published by Skittles-Brooke Media 
Corporation, Alabang, Muntinlupa City
ISBN 971- 92645-0-0

Available to order by email, click here to 
contact David.

Bruce in Subic Bay

Bruce with his Norton Commando
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Knot/Splice
of the month

Knot/splice of the month | Whipping Knot

A whipping knot or whipping is a binding of marline twine 
or whipcord around the end of a rope to prevent its natural 
tendency to fray. Whipping is suitable for synthetic and 

natural stranded and braided lines, including 3-strand rope, 
4-strand cable and 8-strand multiplait, as well as concentric 
and braided constructions.

Whipping Knot

1

2

3

4
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Sailing Skills | 50 top sailing tips
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Top 50

Sailing tips
By Mawgan Grace & The Ocean Sailor Team

Keep one hand for the boat and one hand 
for the man. 

Remember OFS (open fly syndrome) 
accounts for more MOB’s than any other 
cause, so go below for the heads. 

Off watch crew must take responsibility for 
waking themselves up.   

Never set sail because you have a deadline 
to meet.  

There can be only one Captain. 

Put a lifeline in the water when swimming 
in case there is a current.  

Keep a litre of diesel in a can so you change 
a fuel filter when needed. 

Use two halyards when going up the mast 
on a bosun’s chair.  

If you think maybe you should reef, reef. 

Beware of a lee shore. If you must sail 
along a lee shore, work out a contingency 
plan for how you will get away if the wind 
or tide change.  

A superior skipper uses superior judgement 
to avoid situations that would require their 
superior skills.  

Our 50 top tips for all aspiring mariners. Merry Christmas from everyone at Ocean Sailor

Remember a weather forecast is just that, 
not a certainty.  

Consider learning to dive and have a basic 
diving kit or have a hookah surface supply 
system on your boat to free a fouled anchor 
or propeller. The spy hole through the 
hull idea is a gimmick as there are no see 
through antifoul paints! 

Always wear a life jacket and clip on when 
leaving the cockpit at night.  

Know and practice MOB drills 

Give your crew a thorough safety briefing 
before you leave port.  

When docking, speed is not your friend.  

Wash your own boat. It’s a good way to 
detect maintenance defects.  

Never hesitate to wake the skipper if you 
are concerned there may be a problem. If 
you are the skipper remember to tell this to 
the crew.  

Don’t trust your AIS to keep you safe. 
Maintain a good lookout. It’s called a watch 
because you should. 

Keep hydrated and wear sunscreen before 
you go outside 
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Sailing Skills | 50 top sailing tips

If you may be susceptible, take a 
seasickness tablet an hour before you set 
off.  

Don’t be swayed in your docking procedures 
by marina staff or onlooker’s advice. You 
know your boat. 

Keep your sheets, lines and warps tidy.  

Alway wear the kill-cord when operating a 
dinghy.  

If on a collision course, make a single 
obvious course deviation 20 deg plus.  

Take a radio/mobile phone with you when 
you are in a dinghy.  

When changing the watch, give a handover 
briefing.  

Don’t take paper charts on deck.  

Keep calm, a skipper who shouts is just 
advertising his own incompetence.  

Always carry out the ‘WOBBLE’ checks  
(W Water chest, O Oil, B Belt, B Bilges, L 
Levels, E Engine/Exhaust), before you cast 
off. 

If you can see a boat or ship’s lights 
reflecting on the water it’s usually very 
close.  

Set your VHF to 1W transmission power.  

Know how to heave-to.  

Use one dock line for one job.  

Don’t try to hold off a boat with your feet 
or hands. 

Attach a dock line to a cleat as soon as 
you’ve thrown it before you try to heave it 
in. 

Keep clothes, long hair, fingers and thumbs 
away from winches, if in doubt let go.  

Beware of lines under tension.  

Keep cardboard off the boat. Often it 
contains cockroach eggs.  

Have a spare bilge pump.  

Don’t sail offshore with a bolt-on keel and 
a fin rudder. 

Check and notify your insurers as you set 
off out of the region you’re in and advise 
them where you’re going. 

If navigating a hazardous area such as a 
narrow passage/inlet, have your engine on 
as a backup.  

Always return the winch handle to its 
holder 

Only try to recover the anchor chain when 
it’s dead ahead.  

Always go down the companionway 
backwards always.  

Turn off the electric winches at anchor to 
protect children and crew.  

Never have less than four turns around a 
winch when you’ve finished with the tack. 

In reality, small gives way to big.
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Travel & Discovery | Turkey to Thailand

Part 2: Alondra in the Land 
of the Pharaohs

By RenÉ Tiemessen

Turkey to 
Thailand
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René and Edith are sailing from Turkey 
to Thailand on their 60ft classic 
Phillip Rhodes sloop, built in 1965. 
It is a unique adventure that we will 
be bringing you in several exciting 
instalments. 

This month we join René and Edith as 
they leave the shores of Cyprus and 
plot their course for Egypt. They find 
how this impressive country embraces 
you…Or maybe not. The water maker is 
broken but the parts are promised to be 
delivered to Port Said.

We start the crossing from Cyprus to 
Egypt almost due south at 180 degrees. 
It’s about 220 miles. We left at 4 o’clock 
in the morning to be in Port Said on time 
the next day. The crossing is easy as 
we are joined by a nice tailwind and we 
arrive in Port Said 36 hours later. Lots 
of shipping traffic and drilling rigs make 
navigation difficult. We call up ‘Port 
Control’, this is where the bureaucracy 
starts as we are informed that we are not 
allowed to enter the port. I decided to 
lie and claimed we are suffering engine 
troubles and require entrance. After this 
consultation, we are permitted to enter, 
however, only with a pilot on board. I 
lie again, informing them that we have 
a dog on board that bites. This has the 
desired effect and we are informed that 
a pilot (a high cost extra) is no longer 
necessary.

Travel & Discovery | Turkey to Thailand

Port Police have certain standards. 
Be careful because they run into 

you for no reason!
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We motor into the marina of Port Said, 
although ‘inside’ may be a bit much. It is 
a quay with some ruins that are in serious 
need of renovation. The cheery customs 
clearance agent is waiting for us. A form 
here, another there, then we are asked 
for the stamp of the boat, which we did 
not have. In the absence of a stamp, we 
write ‘No Stamp’ on the forms. So, official 
number two can come on board, or not. 
That is always uncertain here.

The next morning some other yachts 
arrived. Together we moved to the other 
side of the port, to a larger harbour of 
Port Said. Here everything starts again. 
Form here, signature there, ‘crew list’, 
etc. Everything must and will come out 
of the closet under the watchful eye of 
many men who all do very little. Port Said 
is a colourful city. Filthy, messy but still 
it gets to you. Old colonial buildings that 
reveal its history but maintenance has 
been long forgotten.

We walked through the streets, meeting 
the friendly local people, but we noticed 
that power corrupts. For every little thing, 
we have to show our passports. They look 
at them, look again... is it a ‘no’... maybe 
a ‘yes’...it’s anyone’s guess.

After a few days, our parts for the 
watermaker suddenly arrived. Free 
delivery as agreed...Not so! The agent 
thinks $200 for transportation from his 
office, which is a mile away, is quite 
reasonable. “A lot of work, ... blah, blah!” 
Only after I threatened to turn him and 
his office into a bowling alley, he came 
around. So it was free after all.

Travel & Discovery | Turkey to Thailand

A lot of detailed looking at your 
papers but very little action.

The nomadic bedouins in 
the Desert.
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A few days later it was time to cast off 
the lines and head to the Suez Canal. On 
the morning of our departure we were 
restless. We paid the fee to traverse the 
canal, some USD $520, and we were on 
our way. We were warned in advance 
about the pilots that will be joining us 
on board. Some pilots are only partially 
capable, some downright rude. Our pilot 
however was a nice and knowledgeable 
man. For Roterik, another yacht that 
joined us, it did not end as well. With 
the pilot at the helm, they hit an unlit 
buoy and sustained considerable damage. 
Chris, the owner, threatened to throw him 
overboard but in the end, gave up. We will 
hear the stories of others later. Most of 
them are good, a few are downright bad.

The Suez Canal is an experience. Dug 
from 1859 to 1869 (the opening) and 169 
kilometres long, we sailed in a convoy of 
5 other yachts at around 11 am and saw 
Port Said pass by. Pilot boats come and 
go, ships are waiting here and there, being 
unloaded or loaded. Soon this picture 
changes and we sail into the desert. The 
day is particularly beautiful with clouds 
and sun. Waving soldiers stood on the 
sides, the channel was well guarded. 
Halfway through the canal, we sailed 
towards the evening, it was already dark 
when we entered Ismailia and we almost 
collide with an unlit barge that just cuts 
us off ... it’s very very close. Ismailia has 
a wonderful sailing club, it’s just a shame 
they don’t sail there! Laser dinghies were 
rotting on the side and a 470 lying there 
hadn’t seen any water in over a year.

Travel & Discovery | Turkey to Thailand

Nadia, our south African crew on the 
bow. The passing ships were massive!

Page 31



Two days later we sailed to Port Suez on 
yet another beautiful day. Our next Pilot 
was less helpful but was generally OK. He 
asked for ‘Bakshees’, a kind of tip. He also 
wanted money for a taxi! So, with the tip 
of 10 dollars and a grumpy face, despite 
it being a quarter of his monthly wage, 
he disappeared... our canal trip is over. In 
Port Suez, we were moored for 20 dollars 
a day. Diesel costs 40 cents here and is 
brought in Jerry cans. We topped up the 
tanks and after 600 litres, I’m up to my 
ankles in diesel. But hey, it’s pretty cheap. 
I just pretend I like it.

From Port Suez we made a quick visit to 
Cairo. We saw the impressive pyramids 
and of course the National Museum which 
was absolutely fascinating.

Back on Alondra, we started heading into 
the Red Sea. This is also where the reefs 
and wind begin... a lot of wind. Old pilots 
told us what to expect. You will not be 
able to enter the red sea, and once you’re 
there, you’ll never get out. And that seems 
about right; 30 knots and meter high 
waves roll beneath us from behind. 
After a long day of sailing, we anchored 

in Marsa Thelemet, a kind of cove on 
the west coast. Around us are impressive 
deserts and mountains. We were next to a 
reef in 5 meters of water, with 60 meters 
of chain and we had 30 knots on the bow. 
All went well but it never felt secure. I 
put our hand GPS on anchor alarm and 
pretend I’m asleep. Going ashore is not 
allowed anywhere. It is only allowed in 
ports and with a special “permit”. The 
next day we left for Sheikh Riah, about 
sixty miles south. Another great but rough 
day sailing.

Travel & Discovery | Turkey to Thailand

Luxor

Peace at last, nightfall over the desert.
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It happened around two o’clock in the 
afternoon. Tony and Susan onboard 
Gustavas Vasa (a 32ft/10-meter yacht),  
sailed on the reef in gale-force winds. 
Poor navigation leads to a little drama. 
“Mayday, mayday!”, we hear. Two 
yachts nearby come to the rescue. Sailing 
together proves itself useful again. 
Together you are strong. Tamata and 
Reckless of Hamble anchor off the reef 
and watch Gustavas Vasa list further and 
further. Towing off here is out of the 
question. Disembarking the crew seems to 
be all they can do. Tony and Susan, with 
all their personal items, were removed 
from the little yacht as night fell. More 

yachts anchor near the reef. The next 
morning it was decided that the Gustavas 
Vasa cannot be saved. Tony and Susan sat 
aboard Tamata, defeated and in shock.

It was decided to collect all of their 
belongings left onboard but Guy, from 
the French yacht Mailys, wants to make 
one last attempt. It’s high tide. Strangely 
enough, the Genoa came loose and it 
seemed to almost call the crew for help. 
With 4 men, a rescue attempt is made 
for the last time. With the Genoa out, the 
sheet full, Georgio of the Tamata is on the 
mast. Everyone watched intently as the 
yacht suddenly began to move about 100 
meters out on the reef.

She’s sailing! Slowly bumping, it starts...
then she stops. She doesn’t seem to want 
to go and then she does. The end of the 
reef is in sight...then she stops again. 
She doesn’t seem to want to take the last 
hurdle. In an ultimate attempt, the men 
do everything they can. Suddenly she 
shoots off free of the reef and a moment 
later she sails into the open sea. No 
water on board! No leakage! Nothing! 
The crew hugs each other. On the VHF 
radio we heard the screaming “She’s 
off! The Gustavas Vasa is off!”. Everyone 
cheered and Susan and Tony could hardly 
believe it. That evening we anchored in a 
sheltered bay and everyone enjoyed the 
yacht’s new found freedom. The wind still 
blew like crazy.

Travel & Discovery | Turkey to Thailand

Gustavus Vasa on the reef....It’s full 
keel and protected rudder mean that 
after coming off it wasn’t damaged!
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After this adventure, we headed for 
Hurghada. A town on the west side of 
the Red Sea in the middle of an area 
of   reefs. By now everyone is used to it 
and alert. The harbour is new, we found 
electricity and water on the pier. Diesel 
came in Jerry cans again. Skimming from 
willing yacht owners continues cheerfully 
in this Egyptian place, everything is too 
expensive but you get used to it. The city 
is touristy and hopeless, however, the 
diving in this area is fantastic. From here 
we took a trip to visit the beautiful Nile 
Delta and Luxor.

Tony and Susan of the Gustavas Vasa say 
their goodbyes. The adventure on the 
reef had been a bit too much for them so 
they decided to sail back to Turkey in the 
spring.

We sailed 120 miles in a few days towards 
the southern harbour of Port Ghalib. 
There are no more tourists in this area 
but a city rises in the middle of the desert. 
Developed by a Kuwaiti developer who 
apparently was pumping $12 billion into 
it, the fact is that Port Ghalib will be the 
last bit of civilization that we are likely to 
encounter for the time being. A beautiful 
harbour that is obviously too expensive. 
Shops are not open yet but the hotel, with 
pool and bar, is, so we made the most of 
it. Secretly we already long for Sudan.

Next month part three, Sudan and 
Eritrea. Africa on the Red Sea.

Travel & Discovery | Turkey to Thailand

The very modern Port Ghalib.

Page 34



Chocolate 
Tiffin

In The Galley
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As Christmas is fast approaching, we decided to include a festive 
treat for this month’s recipe.  Originally from Troon, Scotland from 
the early 1900s, Tiffin is easy to make and delicious. We hope you 
like it, tell us how yours turns out.

320g milk chocolate

70g cocoa powder

140g golden syrup

80g sultanas

200g unsalted butter

400g ginger biscuits (crushed)

90g whole blanched almonds

90g blanched pistachio nuts

IngredientsChocolate 
Tiffin

In the galley | Chocolate Tiffin

Preheat the oven to 180°C (fan) / 
160°C (gas mark 4).

Gently roast the nuts for 
about 5 minutes until they 

start to change colour. Line a 
25cm square baking tin with 

greaseproof paper.

1
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Melt the butter slowly in a 
saucepan.

Add the crushed biscuits, 
cocoa, nuts and sultanas 

into a large mixing bowl. We 
included some glacé cherries 

for more festive flavours.

Add the melted butter and 
mix well.

2

3

4
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Add the mixture to the baking 
tin and press into each corner.

Once all the mixture has been 
added and made as flat as 

possible, put it in the fridge for 
1 ½ hours.

Melt the milk chocolate in a 
heatproof bowl over simmering 

water. When almost melted, 
remove from the heat and 

continue to stir until fully melted.

5

6

7
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Remove the chilled tiffin tin from the fridge and use a palette knife to spread half of the melted chocolate over 
the top of the tiffin and roughly smooth over. Wait a few minutes until the chocolate has set and then spread 
the rest. Before it has set, you can use a fork to create wave-like patterns. Place in the fridge for another 5-10 

minutes and then cut into squares.

8

A few additions to this recipe to 
make it a little more festive is to add 
the zest of one orange and/or glace 

cherries (as we did) to the mixture at 
step four. You can also swirl in some 
white chocolate in the final stage to 

create some festive patterns.
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Dropping Anchor | Readers Favourite Anchorages

Showcasing your favourite anchorages.

Iriomote Island, Japan
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Dropping Anchor | Readers Favourite Anchorages

From Geoff, Ocean Sailor reader from the England

Description - You might be forgiven to think 
that this beautiful 3 sq mile island, 10 miles 
off the coast of Normandy is French, however, 
Alderney actually makes up part of the 
Channel Islands. Although they are not part of 
the United Kingdom, the UK is responsible for 
the defence and international relations of the 
islands.

Braye Bay is well protected due to the large 
breakwater reaching out into the bay. There 
are plenty of options to anchor or alternatively 
use one of the many visitor mooring buoys. 
Water taxis are on hand should you need 
them to get to shore. The bay does offer a 
wide range of facilities such as fuel, water, 
showers, toilets, laundry, engineering and 
chandlery but cruisers are drawn to the 
excellent fish and chip restaurant, ‘Braye 
Chippy’.

Although Braye Bay has the most protection, 
Alderney does offer many other anchorages 
depending on the wind conditions. The island 
has a lot to see and do, especially excellent 
hiking and white sandy beaches.

Location Braye Bay, Alderney, Channel Islands     Coordinates 49°43.57’N 2°11.71’W
Seabed Good holding in sand     Protection Protected from all directions except N and NW

Braye Bay
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From Shane, Ocean Sailor reader from the Australia

The Whitsundays are an archipelago of 74 
tropical islands located just 34 miles (55 
kilometres) off the Queensland coast, next to 
the Great Barrier Reef. The protected waters 
are ideal to sail to and the many anchorages 
offer different delights from excellent reefs to 
ancient cave paintings from the Nagaro people 
who populated the Whitsundays with origins 
tracing back 9,000 years.

Nara Inlet is known as the most calm and 
tranquil anchorage in the archipelago, mainly 
because the inlet is 3km long and surrounded 
by steep wooded hills. You won’t find any 
facilities here but you will find peace in this 
secluded fjord.

At the end of the fjord is a path to the Ngaro 
cultural site. There are caves with ancient 

rock wall paintings and interactive displays 
where you can learn about the history of the 
Ngaro Aboriginal people. Hook Island is also 
known for its abundance of life such as sea 
eagles, kites and ospreys, turtles, reef fish, 
dolphins, manta rays and humpback whales.

Location Nara Inlet, Whitsundays, Australia     Coordinates 20°7.59’S 148°54.86’E

Seabed Good holding in sand and mud     Protection Very well protected anchorage from all directions

Nara Inlet
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We have never before covered Japan in Ocean 
Sailor and for many, it will be seen as being 
off the main cruising routes and a nightmare 
for paperwork. However, as the country makes 
it easier for cruisers, it can’t be discounted as 
its rich culture and extraordinary landscapes 
make it a worthy destination on your cruising 
itinerary. 

If you sail to Japan from the South, your 
first port of call will probably be the island 
of Ishigaki and its neighbour Iriomote, just 
over 100nm from Taiwan. Although under 

the jurisdiction of the Okinawa Prefecture, 
these islands are actually over 200nm from 
Okinawa to the northwest and serve as a 
gateway to the Yaeyama Islands. 

Iriomote is far less developed than Ishigaki 
and is often referred to as the Galapagos 
of  East Asia. Funauki Bay is unreachable by 
land and offers excellent protection from the 
elements. It was even used by the Japanese as 
a small base and anchorage during World War 
II. The small village of Funauki sits on the 
west of the bay. On land, there is a vast jungle 

with excellent hiking, waterfalls, mangroves 
and beaches. Under the water, the whole 
Yaeyama island group serves up spectacular 
snorkelling & diving with one of the largest 
coral reef systems in Asia.

As a side note, the island of Yonaguni to 
the northwest is home to the Yonaguni 
monument, an underwater rock formation 
that baffles experts as to its origins, either 
man-made or natural. Definitely worth a visit 
and a dive!

Location Funauki Bay, Iriomote Island (西表島), Japan      Coordinates 24°20.14’N 123°44.09’E

 Seabed Good holding in mud and sand     Protection Well protected anchorage

Funauki Bay
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“I’d like to take this opportunity to wish all our 
readers a Merry Christmas and a Krakin New Year!”

oceansailormagazine.com

- From Dick Beaumont, Chairman and Founder of Ocean Sailor Magazine & Kraken Yachts
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